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EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL 


Of the proceedings of the first annual convention of the Receivers 
of the Doctrines of the New Jerusalem Church, from different 
parts of the United States, held on Thursday, the 15th day of 
May, being Ascension Day, and continued until Saturday, the 
17th of the same month, 4. D. 1817—61. 


In pursuance of a resolution of a number of members of the 
New Jerusalem Church, from different parts of the United States, 
unanimously passed on the first day of January last, at the city 
of Philadelphia, of which public notice was given in the New 
Jerusalem Church Repository, a ndmber of members, male and 
female, from the states of Mew York, Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
Virginia and Ohio, convened at the Temple, in the said city, on 
Thursday, the 15th day of May, being the day of Ascrensron, and 
continued their sittings, by adjournment, until the 17th of the 
same month. Mr. John Stirling, of Glasgow, in Scotland, and 
Mr. Jacobson, from Sweden, also attended the convention. The 
morning service having been performed by the Rev. Mr. Carll, 
pastor of the church, and a sermon on the Ascension of our Lord 
having been delivered by the Rev. Mr. Hargrove, of Baltimore, 
the resolution upon which this convention was assembled was read 
by the secretary of the former meeting, in the words following, 
viz. 

« Resolved unanimously, That a convention, of the receivers of 
the. foctrines of the New Jerusalem Church, throughout the 
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The secretary then read an article from the Manchester Report 
No. XIII. in the words following, viz. 

‘There is also a church lately sprung up in America, under 
the title of the Free Church. They believe in the Unity of God, 
that God is simply One and Indivisible, and that Jesus Christ is 
that God. They give charity the pre-eminence above faith, but 
do not believe the punishment of the wicked will be eternal, for 
which they quote Isaiah, chap. lvii. verse 16. A preacher of that 
church, Mr. S » had become acquainted with the writings of 
E. S. and except on the article of the eternity of the punishment 
of the wicked, gives his most cordial assent to them ; but from 
what { could learn, I have little doubt of his having already re- 
jected the error above-mentioned. I understand he is a man of 
uncommon eloquence, together with a prepossessing exterior, and 
that he has had a liberal education. In 1812, he was in the in- 
terior of the state of New York, preaching the divinity of the 
Lord’s Humanity to thousands, who eagerly followed him.” 

‘‘The society are extremely sorry to feel themselves under 
the obligation of remarking, respecting the Free Church mention- 
ed in the above extract, that, although the doctrine of the Sole 
Diviniry of Jesus Curist is asserted in that Church, yet some 
of the tenets, maintained by its members, seem utterly at variance 
with the doctrines of the Wew Church, .as revealed in the Theo- 
logical Writings of Emanuel Swedenborg. For, to say nothing of 
the denial of the eternity of punishments insisted on in the Free 
Church, it is strongly urged, and this in direct contradiction to 
what the New Church doctrine advances on the subject of civil 
government, that ‘ Since it has been openly declared and made 
known to the church, by Christ Himself, that all power in heaven 
and in the earth (that is, all authority in church and state) is giv- 
en into His hands, it is unlawful, in the sight of God, for the 
saints to acknowledge any other visible political head ; inasmuch 
as to acknowledge any authority, besides the authority of Christ, 
is to acknowledge another master-besides Him, and to refuse the 
reign of Christ and authority of Heaven” And again: ¢ That all 
other dominions and pretended governments, but His alone, are 
strictly unlawful and equally sinful before God; being a daring 
encroachment on the original rights of God ; the tyranny of hell, 

in opposition to the authority and dominion of the Lord.’ See 
Circular Epistle from the 9th Concilium of the Halcyon, or Free 
Church, numbers 13, 12.) The society therefore most earnestly 
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caution their readers against sentiments of so mischievous a ten- 
dency, and which, if conceived to be founded in the heavenly doc- 
trines of the New Jerusalem, must, of necessity, not only bring 
those doctrines into general and deserved discredit, but also ex- 
pose the receivers of them to the most just and severe penalties 
of the law. May, then, every receiver of the blessed truths of 
the New Church be warned, by the above example, against inter- 
mingling his own prejudices and pre-conceived opinions with the 
eternal truth, recollecting the terrible denunciation on the per- 
verted church of old, where it is written, How is the faithful 
city become a harlot! Thy silver is become dross: thy wine is 
mixed with water. (Isaiah i. 21, 22.)” 

Whereupon it was on motion Resolved, That this convention 
does hereby fully and explicitly declare, that none of the mem- 
bers here convened, nor any of the members of the New Jerusa- 
tem Church, with whom they are acquainted, have any connection 
or communion whatever with the people called Halcyonists or 
Halcyonites, and who are alluded to in the said Manchester 
veport. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to select for publica- 
tion such parts of the journal of the proceedings of this conven- 
tion, and to subjoin thereto such extracts from the letters and 
communications laid before this meeting, or which may be receiv- 
ed or made prior to such publication, as they may deem useful 
for general information. 

The convention then adjourned. 


——e a's a - 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


Relative to the state of the New Church in the United States, in 
May, 1817—61, as collected from communications and letters. 


«Massachusetts. 

Boston.—A small society has been lately formed, and the num- 
ber of receivers, in that city and its vicinity, is stated in a letter 
to be twenty: there are many more who are reading with a great 
degree of interest, and some satisfaction. 


New Vork. 
City of New York.—The number of adult members, male and 
female, is forty-five. ‘Chey meet for worship every Sunday 
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United States, who may find it convenient to attend, be held at 
the New Jerusalem Temple, in the city of Philadelphia, on As- 
cension day ensuing, which will be on the 15th day of May, 1817, 
at 9 o’clock, A. M. for the purpose of consulting upon the general 
concerns of the church, and that notice thereof be inserted in the 
first number of the Repository.” 

The Rey. Mr. Hargrove was then unanimously appointed pre- 
sident of the convention, and Condy Raguet, secretary, and the 
meeting was opened with the Lord’s prayer. 

The minutes of the general conference of the ministers and other 
members of the New Church, held in Fryar’s street chapel, Lon- 
don, from Tuesday, the 16th, to Thursday, the 18th of July, 
1816—60, were then read, together with the letters and docu- 
ments therewith published. 

Whereupon, the convention expressed the approbation and sa- 
tisfaction they experienced at the zealous and prosperous labours 
of their brethren in Great Britain, in disseminating the doctrines 
of the True Christian Religion. 

The Manchester and Hawkstone reports, from their first publi- 
cation to the year 1816—60, inclusive, and a number of letters 
and communications, from various parts of the United States and 
Europe, on the subject of the Church, were laid upon the table. 

A letter was read, from William Grant and others, mem- 
bers of fhe New Jerusalem Church, composing the society of 
Steubenville, Jefferson county, in the state of Ohio, directed to 
the Convention, stating that they feel great confidence and inter- 
est in the labours of their well-beloved brother David Powell, who 
has for some years administered THE worp to them as a faithful 
and worthy servant in that vineyard, and expressing their desire 
that he may be ordained as a Preacher of the New Jerusalem 
Church, that their society in future may be more regularly and 
acceptably supplied with the administration of rue worp and the 
HOLY ordinances of our pDiviInE saviour. ‘The convention took 
the same into consideration, but conceiving that the great impor- 
tance of regulating the ordination of ministers would require more 
ample deliberation than it would be in their power to bestow at 
the present meeting, and considering that the New Jerusalem 
Churches of Baltimore and Philadelphia have hitherto with great 
discretion exercised the power of ordaining ministers. 
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It was ordered, That the said application be referred to the 
Rev. Messrs. Hargrove and Carll, with a request that they will 
favour it with their early attention. 

Resolved, That a committee of clergy and laity be appointed, 
to inquire whether it be expedient to establish any, and if any, 
what general regulations for the ordination of ministers in the 
New Church, and that they make report at the next convention. 
Whereupon, the following gentlemen were appointed. 

Rey. Lewis Beers and Nathaniel Holly, of New York. 
Rev. Maskell M. Carll and Jonathan W. Condy, Esq. of Penn- 
sylvania. 

Rev. John Hargrove and George Smith, of Maryland. 

Rev. Hugh White and Richard H. Goe, of Virginia. 
Rev. Adam Hurdus and David Powell, of Ohio. 

The subject of raising a fund, for defraying the expenses of a 
missionary minister, having been suggested, it was decided, as 
the opinion of the convention, that taking into view the general 
state of the New Church in the United States at present, the 
period for adopting such a measure had not yet arrived. 

It was then, on motion, resolved, That the gentlemen attend- 
ing this convention be requested to furnish an account of the se- 
veral societies of the New Church, which are known to them as 
existing in the United States, with a statement of the number of 
members, their mode of worship, the names of the leaders, &c. as 
nearly as they can be ascertained, and any other information con- 
nected therewith. 

Resolved, That the second annual convention of the New 
Church be held at the New Jerusalem Temple, in the city of 
Baltimore, at 10 o’clock, on the morning of Ascension Day, in 
the year of our Lord 1818—62, at which all the receivers of the 
doctrines of the New Church in the United States, who can con- 
veniently do so, are respectfully invited to attend. 

Resolved, ‘That it be earnestly recommended to each of the so- 
cieties and congregations of the New Church in the United States, 
to send to the future annual conventions at least one delegate, to 
represent the voice of the said society or congregation, upon mat- 
ters concerning the general interests of the Church. 

Resolved, ‘That where societies or congregations shall omit to 
send delegates, they be requested to transmit to the convention, 
in writing, such intelligence respecting their progress, numbers, 
increase, &c. as they may deem to be useful. 
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The secretary then read an article from the Manchester Report 
No. XIII. in the words following, viz. 
‘‘ There is also a church lately sprung up in America, under 
the title of the Free Church. They believe in the Unity of God, 
that God is simply One and Indivisible, and that Jesus Christ is 
that God. They give charity the pre-eminence above faith, but 
; do not believe the punishment of the wicked will be eternal, for 
i which they quote Isaiah, chap. lvii. verse 16. A preacher of that 
1 church, Mr. S——, had become acquainted with the writings of 
E. S. and except on the article of the eternity of the punishment 
of the wicked, gives his most cordial assent to them; but from 
what { could learn, I have little doubt of his having already re- 
jected the error above-mentioned. I understand he is a man of 
uncommon eloquence, together with a prepossessing exterior, and 
that he has had a liberal education. In 1812, he was in the in- 
terior of the state of New York, preaching the divinity of the 
Lord’s Humanity to thousands, who eagerly followed him.” 
‘*The society are extremely sorry to feel themselves under 
the obligation of remarking, respecting the Free Church mention- 
ed in the above extract, that, although the doctrine of the Sole 
Divinity of Jesus Cunist is asserted in that Church, yet some 
of the tenets, maintained by its members, seem utterly at variance 
with the doctrines of the Wew Church, as revealed in the Theo- 
logical Writings of Emanuel Swedenborg. For, to say nothing of 
the denial of the eternity of punishments insisted on in the Free 
Church, it is strongly urged, and this in direct contradiction to 
what the New Church doctrine advances on the subject of civil 
government, that ¢ Since it has been openly declared and made 
known to the church, by Christ Himself, that all power in heaven 
and in the earth (that is, all authority in church and state) is giv- 
en into His hands, it is unlawful, in the sight of God, for t 
saints to acknowledge any other visible political head ; inasmuch 
as to acknowledge any authority, besides the authority of Christ, 
is to acknowledge another master besides Him, and to refuse the 
reign of Christ and authority of Heaven” And again: ¢ That all 
other dominions and pretended governments, but His alone, are 
strictly unlawful and equally sinful before God; being a daring 
encroachment on the original rights of God ; the tyranny of hell, 
in opposition to the authority and dominion of the Lord.’ See 
Circular Epistle from the 9th Concilium of the Halcyon, or Free 
Church, numbers 11, 12.) The society therefore most earnestly 
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caution their readers against sentiments of so mischievous a ten- 
dency, and which, if conceived to be founded in the heavenly doc- 
trines of the New Jerusalem, must, of necessity, not only bring 
those doctrines into general and deserved discredit, but also ex- 
pose the receivers of them to the most just and severe penalties 
of the law. May, then, every receiver of the blessed truths of 
the New Church be warned, by the above example, against inter- 
mingling his own prejudices and pre-conceived opinions with the 
eternal truth, recollecting the terrible denunciation on the per- 
verted church of old, where it is written, How is the faithful 
city become a harlot! Thy silver is become dross: thy wine is 
mixed with water. (Isaiah i. 21, 22.)” 

Whereupon it was on motion Resolved, That this convention 
does hereby fully and explicitly declare, that none of the mem- 
bers here convened, nor any of the members of the New Jerusa- 
lem Church, with whom they are acquainted, have any connection 
or communion whatever with the people called Halcyonists or 
Halcyonites, and who are alluded to in the said Manchester 
report. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to select for publica- 
tion such parts of the journal of the proceedings of this conven- 
tion, and to subjoin thereto such extracts from the letters and 
communications laid before this meeting, or which may be receiv- 
ed or made prior to such publication, as they may deem useful 
for general information. | 

The convention then adjourned. 


—at. > 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


Relative to the state of the New Church in the United States, in 
Way, 1817—61, as collected from communications and letters. 


«Massachusetts. 

Boston.—A small society has been lately formed, and the num- 
ber of receivers, in that city and its vicinity, is stated in a letter 
to be twenty: there are many more who are reading with a great 
degree of interest, and some satisfaction. 


New York. 
City of New Vork.—The number of adult members, male and 
female, is forty-five. ‘Chey meet for worship every Sunday 
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morning and afternoon. The readers are Mr. Samuel Wood- 
worth and Mr. Nathaniel Holly. About fifty or sixty persons 
usually attend divine service, which is held in a school-room, in 
Broadway, near Anthony street. The service is conducted ac- 
cording to the Liturgy published in Philadelphia. 

Platikil, near Newburgh.—A small society, consisting of about 
ten members, exists here, of which Mr. James Banks is leader. 

Danby, Tioga county.—There is at this place a society of about 
fourteen members, of which the reverend Lewis Beers is pastor. 
The number who generally attend public worship, is from fifty to 
one hundred and fifty, sometimes between two and three hun- 
dred. Public attention is much excited here. 

In Spencer, a small town in the same vicinity, another society 
of eleven members has been established, under the care of the 
Rey. Mr. Beers. 

Pennsylvania. 

Philadelphia.—The number of the receivers of the doctrines, 
residing in Philadelphia, is about sixty male and female adults, of 
whom about one-third became receivers prior to the year 1806, 
one-third between that year and 1816, and the remaining third 
since the public annunciation of the Church, on the Ist of Janu- 
ary, 1816. The congregation meets for worship, morning and 


afternoon, on Sundays, at the Temple, situate at the corner of 


George and Twelfth streets, which can conveniently accommo- 
date three hundred persons. The house, particularly in the after 
part of the day, is usually crowded with hearers of all persua- 
sions, amongst which have been observed clergymen of several 
denominations. The service is conducted in conformity with the 
Liturgy lately published at Philadelphia; and the established 
pastor of the church is the reverend Maskell M. Carll. A Sunday 
school has been established by the ladies of the society ; and 
scientific attention to music, with the aid of a well-toned organ, 
gives this church no small degree of reputation for well-conducted 
psalmody. 

Lancaster.—At this place there are a few receivers, who are 
chiefly Germans. 

Bedford, Bedford county.—TVhere is here a society of eight 
persons. 

Brownsville, Fayette county.—There are in that town and its 
neighbourhood about ten receivers. 
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Maryland. 


Baltimore.— Within the last year, the number who have attend- 
ed divine worship at the New Jerusalem Temple, in Baltimore, 
has increased nearly one-half. The number of those who have re- 
quested their names to be entered on the list, as full receivers of 
the doctrines, is between sixty and seventy, whilst several others 
are gradually receiving. The Liturgy used is an abridgment of 
that formerly used by Mr. Proud, and which was some years ago 
published in Baltimore. Service is performed on Sundays, at 
eleven o’clock in the forenoon, and in the evening at early candle 
light. The female members, a few months ago, established a 
Sunday school, which promises to be well attended, and to pro- 
duce, in due time, the most pleasing results. 


Virginia. 
Abingdon, in the south-west part of the state—~A small so- 
ciety exists at this town, consisting of seven persons. 
Wheeling and West Liberty.—In these two towns, which are 


situate in the western part of Virginia, and not far distant from 
each other, there are from fifteen to twenty receivers and readers. 


Ohio. 


Steubenville.—The number of the society of this town consists 
of about twenty receivers, and there are in the vicinity about ten 
readers besides. ‘They have service on Sunday morning. Form 
of worship similar to that of the Presbyterians, without a Liturgy. 
From twenty to fifty persons usually attend. The leader is Mr. 
David Powell. 

Cincinnati.—No positive information was received from this 
society ; but the number is supposed to be about forty-five. Their 
minister is the reverend Adam Hurdus. 

Lebanon.—The number of receivers at this place and in its 
vicinity, is about twenty ; and in addition thereto, there are about 
twenty-five persons, who are readers and friends to the doctrines. 
An extensive spirit of inquiry prevails in the neighbourhood, and 
a strong appearance of a rapid dissemination of the doctrines 
exists. ‘The leader is Mr. Thomas Newport, who has communi- 
cated to us the names of twenty-six professors known to him, 
who reside in different parts of the western country, and who are 
not comprised in any of the societies herein enumerated. 
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Indiana. 7 
Madison town.—A. letter states that there are several true 
friends to the New Church in that neighbourhood. 


South Carolina. 

Charleston—The number of receivers in this city does not ex- 
ceed five or six. A late letter states that «« Mr. B mentions 
his having heard of some readers in the interior of this state. He 
did not recollect the exact place, but promised to inquire.” 





Extract of a letter from London, dated Dec. 29, 1816. 
** My dear sir, 

‘‘ It is perhaps because we look upon the United States as an- 
other England, and see, in the peculiar genius and sphere of use- 
ful service of your societies, a very near and congenial province 
with our own; but your letters assuredly seem to give more than 
common delight to our societies, and to infuse fresh life and con- 
sequent activity into their proceedings. I have now two of your 
most interesting communications before me, to one of which. 
written officially, I have but briefly replied, in a letter sent with 
the additional packet of books, to be forwarded from New York. 
But as that would be but a sorry return for the high gratification 
it has afforded us, I shall proceed to reply much more at large, 
ieaving the second, of the 29th of October, which is but just re- 
ceived, until I can speak more particularly as to your own com- 
mission, which I shall take great pleasure in executing. Your 
last letter arrived too late for your own books to be forwarded in 
the society’s parcel, but they shall be sent the earliest opportunity. 

‘«¢ Since I had the pleasure of writing to you in August, I have 
had an opportunity of seeing and learning the state of the New 
Dispensation in France ; and, though my information is of a very 
negative nature, such as it is, I shall proceed to lay it before you, 
as illustrative of that consummation, which seems at this moment 
to be past its greatest height, and to be in some slight degree 
tempered by the approaching dawn of a perpetual day. Folly 
and impiety, among that noble people, seem to have done their 
worst; and the rapid sale of various new and cheap editions of 
ihe Bible, and that in Paris, proves the descent of a heavenly in- 
Aux. and that there are some humble and chastened minds, who, 
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wearied out with the heartlessness and misery ever attendant on 
Atheism and vice, at length begin to hunger and thirst after 
righteousness, and to seek it where alone it is to be found, in the 
divine source of all consolation, security, and peace. But what 
may still further prove that this blessed change has commenced, 
is the increasing demand for the Latin works of our Swedenborg. 
The bookseller who sells the works, Barrois the elder, assured 
me that he had frequent demand for them, and that, in conse- 
quence, he was in the habit of sending for them to Germany, 
Scotland, and Switzerland, and wherever else he heard of copies 
to be sold. For a set of the Latin Arcana, (if there was one 
which I could procure him) he offered thirty Louis d’ors, for a 
gentleman who had borrowed the three first volumes for perusal 
from the Royal Library. But though these matchless writings 
had secretly made their way with individuals, dispersed over the 
country, I could not learn, nor do I think that any societies have 
been formed. Indeed, the political state of the country, until 
the restoration of the present family, would not have authorized 
such a step. In France, they have but few of the works publish- 
ed in the language of the country, and of those few, most of them 
very indifferently done. The only two which are correctly done, 
are, the treatise on Influx, and the first volume of the True Chris- 
tian Religion, by our excellent and learned friend, M. Parraud. 
As the spiritual face of the land is changing, and the trees and 
shrubs, after a long and horrid winter, are beginning to bud, and 
put forth their tender shoots, I am in hopes that our friend will 
soon be enabied, by the divine blessing, to publish the remaining 
volume of the latter, and a translation of the Parables, which he 
justly seemed to think would be most beneficial, as introductory 
to those transcendent volumes of wisdom, which are, perhaps, in 
many instances, too powerful for the sight, without a gradual pre- 
paration. From M. Parraud I learned the names of three re- 
ceivers of the New Doctrines, M. Girault, d@ la maison rouge @ 
Pontoise, M. Verdier, Cour saint loiid, NW. 8, a 4ngers, and M. 
Bousie, Passy pres Paris: to the last of these gentlemen I had 
the pleasure of being introduced. 

“Itis singular, that just before your inquiries respecting a cor- 
rect portrait of our Swedenborg, I had received as a present from 
the society Pro Fide et Charitate, in Sweden, a painting, copied 


from the original picture. by Martin, which was declared by those 
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who recollected Swedenborg in that country, to be a most admira- 
ble and faithful representation. Now we have in this country three 
engraved portraits. One prefixed to the Principia, when he was 
young, which we are assured by one of our first artists, and a devout 
receiver of the Doctrines, Flaxman,to be avery indifferent likeness, 
(if any) judging from the utter want of correctness in its draw- 
ing. From this an engraving has been taken, and of which you 
have some few copies sent with the books. But the most correct 
engraving we possess, is decidedly the one prefixed in the New 
Jerusalem Magazine. The plate was sent over some years ago, 
as a present from the Exegetic Society of Stockholm, and was 
taken from the original painting by Martin, of which I have a 
correct copy, in oils, in my possession. The plate is the property 
of a worthy friend, Mr. Servante, is in a good state, and would 
admit of many impressions being struck off. 

‘‘ Reserving what I have further to say, for my answer to your 
last kind letter, permit me, my dear sir, to subscribe myself 

‘ Your and your society’s friend and servant.” 





Extract of a letter from London, dated 2d January, 1817. 


‘“ T heard Mr. T has just received a letter from you; the 
intelligence therein communicated is indeed highly gratifying to 
the brethren of the Lord’s New Church on this side the water, 
and we augur the most beneficial results from the spreading of 
the New Jerusalem truths over your quarter of the globe. 

‘*‘ In this country, too, at least in my own circle, many are em- 
bracing the writings ; nor can it be doubted, but that every one 
who consults his best and dearest interests, will be led to make 
these delightful truths the study and practice of his life and con- 
duct. Wishing you, and the rest of our brethren in the truth, 
every happiness, I remain, &c.” 








Extracts from a letter, dated ** Near Lebanon, Ohio, Feb. 6, 1816. 


‘‘T received your communication, together with Mr. T’s. letter, 
and was highly delighted in reading the intelligence therein con- 
tained. I have been viewing, for many years, the preparations 
making by the Lord for the spreading of the glorious Truths of 
Heaven and the Church. The first line Lever saw, to my know- 
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ledge, was “ That the Lord is the God of Heaven.” It went like 

a holy beam of light and heat through my spirit; for prior to this 

auspicious day, for the term I think of more than three years, I 

had been a prey to doubts concerning the Divinity of Christ, and 

particularly the Divinity of the Humanity. I had been a profes- 

sor of experimental religion many years, having been operated on 

by the Heavenly Sphere very young indeed, and I think in my 
seventeenth year joined the Friends’ Society. Soon after my re- 
ception of the Truths, my mind was deeply impressed with the 
vast importance of them for the renovation and re-establishment 
of the Church on earth. My zeal was considerable, and I pro- 
bably should have pretty soon commenced teaching the doctrines, 
but found the science of correspondencies, as a key to the spirit- 

ual sense of the Word, was almost or quite indispensably necessa- 
ry, and this appeared an Herculean labour; but I submitted my 
will to the dictates of my understanding, and by the Lord’s grace 
assisting, I experienced some small degree of the necessary 
knowledge of correspondencies, and after a lapse of about twelve 
years, commenced teaching or lecturing from the Word of the 
Lord. I have had considerable prejudice to encounter, but have 
endeavoured to turn the other cheek (or to overcome with charity) 
and not rail, and indeed generally, for many years, have wonder- 
ed at the subsiding of opposition, and the open ear and eye of ma- 
ny, very many indeed, who make no profession of the New 
Church doctrines. Conversations, upon the essential principles 
of the New Church, are very common through our country, and 
as I am pretty far in the decline of life, I have much leisure to 
visit my neighbours and converse freely on theological subjects. 
In those visits, [ call on any of the preachers or lay people of any 
of the societies, such as Presbyterians, Baptists, Methodists, 
Quakers, and often those who are attached to no particular pro- 
fession of religion, and sometimes Deists.—At present there are 
few here who profess Deism, but we have some Universalists, 
Halcyonists, and many Shakers.— With some of all those differ- 
ent professions I have had conversations, and generally find they 
all are looking for the coming of Curistr, except the Deist, and 
even he expects the amelioration of mankind by the rays of the 
Sun of Science, thus indirectly bearing testimony to the coming 
of the Lorp JEnovan. The Halcyonists derive some principles 
of theology from Baron Swedenborg, and unite or engraft the false 
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doctrines of annihilation, &c. thereon—but the members or honesi 
readers of the doctrines of the New Jerusalem Church will be 
preserved from such preposterous doctrines. Indeed the Heaven- 
ly Truths falling into such different mediums, the rays are in 
some cases truly reflected and in others refracted, but the Church 
is the Lorp’s, and he will guard the same. Let us all be care- 
ful to shun evils as sins against Gop. 

‘“‘ As to the state of our society here, in our constitution called 
‘The Turtle Creek Society of the New Jerusalem Church,’ none 
are acknowledged regular members unless they have, at some time 
or other, been baptized. We are perfectly satisfied that Baptism 
and the Holy Supper are perpetual ordinances of the Church, and 
that the Supper is in particular the most holy act of worship, 
proving to the worthy recipient an introduction into Heaven, as 
Baptism is an introduction into the Church. 

«© We have many in this country, who have a standing in other 
societies, and who read some of our books, who profess the sole 
and exclusive Divinity of Christ, but who positively deny the 
Divinity of the Humanity, which is a fundamental doctrine of the 
New Church. One of their principal writers is the Rev. Wm. 
B. Stone, of the western country. I now experience the princi- 
pal difficulty is in clearly evincing to the satisfaction of the in- 
quiring, this great truth, they having been accustomed to think 
of God as Divine and the Person of Christ as merely Hunaan. 
However, as they become more and more acquainted with rege- 
neration they will become more and more enlightened, for rege- 
neration is an image of the Lord’s glorification, and it is a know- 
ledge of the glorification of the Lord’s Humanity that seems 
wanting. 

«“ Your society has our prayers for your welfare, &c.” 





Extract of a letter, dated “ Danby, Tioga county, New York, 
March 17th, 1816. 

‘¢ Dear Sir—Your circular came to hand March first: its con- 
tents were truly pleasing to the Church of the Lorp, in this place, 
at present it is only ‘a handful of Corn in the Tops of the Moun- 
tains.’ 

‘* You desire the names of those who have received the Holy 
Doctrines of the New Jerusalem Church. I will give you the 
number and will endeavour to send you the names hereafter, by 
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their own subscription. Of happy recipients the number is four- 
teen. The number who generally attend public worship is from 
fifty to one hundred, and sometimes ardent desire brings toge- 
ther between two and three hundred, and public attention is 
much excited here. We have not assumed any outward order, 
but are waiting the Lorn’s directions.” 





Extract of a letter, dated *“ Highland County, Ohio, June 1, 1816. 


«IT am greatly delighted to learn the members of the New 
Church in your city have formed a society for promoting those 
important doctrines. I received one of your circulars, and had 
it published in a late Chilicothe paper. I sent it to the press, 
perhaps the next day after I received it, by a person who was 
then a stranger to me, a preacher, by the name of He 
forgot to leave it, but his curiosity was so much excited that on 
his return, as soon as he entered the house, almost his first words 
were, ‘ Have you any of Swedenborg’s works ?? I lent him the 
Doctrine of the Lord and the Treatise on Influx, and on his way 
home he called on an acquaintance to whom I had lent the Trea- 
tise on Heaven and Hell, and got it also. After perusing the 
books he sent them home. He told me he liked the Doctrine of 
the Lord, but could not receive the Memorable Relations. He 
had an appointment to preach, a few miles from this, last Sabbath. 
{ went to hear him, and liked him extremely well. His text was 
what our Lord said to the impotent man, ‘ Wilt thou be made 
whole?’ He held forth the Doctrine of the Lord and of the Re- 
surrection in New Jerusalem light, clearly and expressly. He 
seems still to possess some darkness, and many Sadducean pre- 


judices, yet I think he has received the most essential, the vital 
part. 





«There are a good number of readers—I have generally more 
than twenty books out—many are remarkably attentive.” 


eee 


Extract of a letter, from the Rev. Lewis Beers, dated 
‘© Danby, April 3d, 1817. 
‘* T came to New York Thursday morning, much fatigued ; of 


course (it being stormy also) did not preach as was contempla- 
ted; spent a pleasant evening with our brethren at Mr. C 
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left the city next morning for the west and met with no 
occurrence worth relating through the journey home, which was 
on the 29th January. The Lord’s day following I had a crowded 
audience.—After service I read to the assembly my certificate of 
ordination. On the following Lord’s day, Feb. 9th, introduced 
the Liturgy and performed worship according to it; the Bre- 
thren and Sisters were much delighted with it, and almost all 
whom curiosity had brought to Church seemed pleased. 

‘On Lord’s day, Feb. 16th, I proposed that we should form 
into a Church and enjoy the Holy Ordinances thereof; a commit- 
tee was appointed to arrange the business. On the 16th of 
March our little Church was organized with Praise and Thanks- 
giving to our Lorp Jesus Curist. On the 235d, three adults re- 
ceived the solemn ordinance of Baptism into the Faith of the 
New Jerusalem Church. March 23d, we entered into the most 
solemn and holy ordinance of worship, it was a Feast of Love,” 
the Lord himself was there. The number who received the Bread 
and Wine from my hands was twelve, (a very significant num- 
ber.) Thus you see what the Lord has done in a wilderness 
country—it is really glad for them, and the desert seems ¢ to re- 
joice and blossom as a rose.” Our prospects are pleasant, the 
Lord seems to make bare His Arm before the people. Let us 
pray, withovt ceasing, that the work may progress and the Lord 
will cause it to revive. I need not tell you how much I desire to 
see you all with Bodily Eyes, but be assured I am with you in 
Spirit, beholding your order and the stedfastness of your faith 
and love to our Lorp Jesus Curisr. 

«In Spencer, a town adjoining Danby, there are eleven mem- 
bers of the New Church, with whom I shall attend on Lort’s 
day, the 27th instant, to form them into a regular Church.” 


ee 


Extract of a letter, dated ** —__—_, Ohio, May 2d, 1817. 


‘¢Derar S1r—Your much esteemed favour, of December and 
March, was duly received, as also one by, «, with a pack- 
age of books, for which you have my sincere thanks. I have lent 
them conformably to your request, and shall continue to do so to 
all such as appear desirous of obtaining information. I am re- 
joiced to hear of the prosperity of the Heavenly Doctrines of the 
Lord’s New Church in your city,—I trust it will become, as its 
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name imports, a city of Brotherly Love. I fully agree with you, 
my dear sir, that it only requires a due degree of patient, perse- 
vering, temperate zeal on the part of all true recipients of the 
Heavenly Doctrines, to cause them to spread and prevail, for 
they are indeed strong and irresistible. It is but a few years 
since | became acquainted with them, and it is surprising to see 
what an increase of attention they now excite. However, in pro- 
portion to this increased attention the opposition on the part of 
the clergy increases—we now frequently hear discourses in de- 
fence of the Trinity of Persons. 

‘‘ It is amusing to see the shifts to which they are driven to 
maintain their doctrine. I took occasion, not long since, to con- 
verse with one of them, immediately after he had delivered a dis- 
course on the subject, in the course of which, finding.the doctrine 
of Three Persons untenable, he denied personality altogether, 
saying it was owing to the imperfection of language that the 
word Person was made use of, contending that God was a Being 
infinitely diffused without body or parts.—That Jesus Christ, al- 
though he is Divine, yet his Body was not God.—That it is Idol- 
atry to worship God as an Object. From an impersonal God to 
no God at all, the transition is easy ; hence we see how obviously 
true those words of the Lord are, * Wo unto them that are with 
child and to’them that give suck in those days.’ 

“ It appears to me most expedient that we should defend our 
doctrines from the ultimate or literal sense of the word chiefly, 
for of the power of this sense only, our opponents are sensible. 
And I believe there is not a single text relied on to prove the 
Trinity of Three Persons, or the Atonement by the vicarious suf- 
ferings of Christ, but is susceptible of a different and better in- 
terpretation than the one most apparent. But, above all, it is ne- 
cessary for us to get near to the Lord, and implore his aid to fit 
and qualify us for his service, for without him we can do nos 
thing. Thus I have addressed to you a few barren thoughts, more 
in compliance with your request, and to cultivate brotherly love, 
than from any expectation of imparting any thing useful. I am 
in much poverty of spirit, for the Lord hideth himself from me. 
1 hope he will long spare you for useful labours in his vineyard 
and in his mount of Olives, for you have much in your power, it 
so be you continue to implore his aid.” 
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Extract of a letter from a gentleman near Boston, dated May 
7th, 1817. 
«“ Dear sir, 

*“ You have been informed that the readers of the writings of 
Swedenborg, in Boston and its vicinity, have established social 
meetings, for the purpose of becoming more acquainted with each 
other, aiding each other in the acquirement and use of Divine 
Truth, and uniting their efforts to disseminate the Doctrines of 
the New Jerusalem. At our last meeting, May 24th, it was re- 
solved to commence a correspondence with the society at Phila- 
delphia, that we may obtain from them such advice and instruc- 
tion, as shall the better enable us to effect the purposes of our 
association, and that we may have the most regular means for 
communicating to all the societies of the New Church any infor- 
mation, which will gladden their hearts and strengthen their 
hands. For this purpose, a secretary was appointed, and direct- 
ed to inform you of our present state, and our desire for a cor- 
respondence. 

‘¢ At our first meeting, there were but nine present, eleven at 
our second, and the same number at the last. However, this is 
not our whole number. We know about twenty in this vicinity, 
who, may be considered as receivers, and many more who are 
reading with a great degree of interest, and some satisfaction. 

‘“ We live too remote from each other to assemble often; and 
most of us are so situated in life, that we find it difficult either 
to furnish a suitable place for our meetings, or to devote much 
time to them. We think, however, it may safely be said, that 
those who have met, feel considerable zeal in the important cause 
we have espoused, and that we shall not readily abandon it. 

“In a letter from Mr. Clowes, dated December 26, 1816, he 
informs that the new translation of the “ Treatise on Heaven and 
Hell,” had gone to the press—that he was now employed in com- 
pleting the Gospel according to.John—also, an explanation of the 
Lord’s miracles, in the same manner with the * Explanation of 
the Parables,” and lastly, a work entitled, «* The Two heavenly 
Memorialists, or Love and Truth stating to the Christian world 
their present peculiar distresses, and imploring relief.”? He sent a 
copy of the Sermons he lately printed on the Lord’s Prayer and 
"Fen Commandments, his “ Explanation of the Parables,” whic! 
is now completed. his new translation of the treatise on-the 
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‘¢ Worship and Love of God,” and one number of his “ Explana- 
tion of the Miracles,” &c. 

‘¢ Permit me to congratulate your society on its present flourish- 
ing condition, and to offer you our best wishes for your spiritual 
welfare. We request you to pray for us to our blessed Lord, 
that he will direct all our efforts for promoting the interests of his 
Church—that he will enable us to exercise all that wisdom which 
shall be necessary to silence or to support the reproaches of our 
enemies, and to persuade the charitable and conscientious to unite 
with us, in learning and practising the truth.” 





tatract of a letter dated Bedford, July 12, 1816. 
Dear sir, 

{ delayed thus long in acknowledging the receipt of your cir- 
cular publication of the Ist March, and of your friendly letter of 
the 6th February last, because I really had not time to notice it 
in such a way as I wished. I am now happily enabled to dedi- 
cate some of my time to the Lord’s New Church, which I desire 
most ardently to promote. With this view, and under a hope I 
may do some good, F proceed to answer your communications. 

From the particular situation of the readers of the New Church 
here, at this time, it has been found inconvenient to organize 
them into a society, upon the plan suggested in your circular— 
of course, no official corresponding secretary has been regularly 
appointed ; but it has been generally understood amongst then 
that this duty should devolve upon me, and I now enter upon it 
willingly, and with much pleasure. 

[ have made out a list of the members of the New Chureh in 
this place and its neighbourhood, which is herewith transmitted. 
This list will be made more interesting to the members of your 
society, by giving you a concise history of the introduction of the 
Doctrines of the New Church in this place, with a partial notice 
of such peculiar circumstances connected therewith as may be 
deemed worthy of record. 

About the year 1784, a Mr. Glenn, (since resident at Deme- 
rara, in South America,) arrived in Philadelphia, with a box of 
the translated works of Baron Swedenborg, from England. It 
may perhaps be recollected by some of the elder members of the 
New Church in Philadelphia, that he attempted to promulgate 
these doctrines there. by public lectures, and. explanations of the 
VOL. I. T° 
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doctrine of correspondencies—but without any apparent effect. 
He soon after left this country, leaving, either by accident or de- 
sign, the box of books in the printing office of Mr. At 
that time, Miss Hetty Barclay, a pious and intelligent lady, was 
residing in the family of Mr. ;—she had the curiosity first 
to open and examine these books, and after a long and serious 
examination of the new and sublime doctrines which they con- 
tained, she fully embraced them. Mr. and Mrs. about 
the same time, or soon after, also received them—forming a little 
society in their own family, the first in the United States. 

About the year 1789, Miss Barclay paid a visit to her brother, 
then unmarried, and residing in this place. She brought some of 
those interesting books with her, which were partially examined 
by her brother, Mrs. , and myself. I was then but a boy, 
but the high respect I had for Miss Barclay (for she was an un- 
commonly interesting and intelligent woman) left an impression 
on my mind favourable to the system, not then fully understood. 

Shortly before the marriage of her brother, Miss B. re-visited 
Bedford, which she afterwards made her permanent residence. 
It was then, through the medium of her intelligent and spiritual 
conversations, and a variety of the Baron’s works which she 
brought with her, that a number of us openly avowed ourselves 
recipients of the New Dispensation; among whom were the late 
, and Mrs. , the aged mother of Mrs. » who 
continued, until their deaths, zealous members of the New Church. 
Miss Barclay continued to reside in her brother’s family until 
her death, in 1796, of which the following notice was published 
in the Pittsburg Gazette of the 19th March, afterwards. 

“On Sunday, the 28th of February last, at Bedford, Pennsy|!- 
vania, departed this natural life, in the fortieth year of her age, 
Mies Hetty Barclay. 

The absence of this amiable lady will long be lamented by 
those who were acquainted with her superior virtues. 

‘Her unspotted life; her chaste and instructive conversation ; 
her rigid virtue and uniform opposition to vice in every shape ; 
her candid simplicity, mixed with philosophic greatness ;—all 
powerfully testify of her heavenly and enlightened mind. 

‘Her friendships were uncommonly warm and disinterested : 
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‘Use, the greatest end of man, was always her object; and, 
(as far as her feeble constitution would admit,) her life was a 
life of uses. " 

‘For the last ten years, she was an affectionate lover of the 
sublime and heavenly doctrines of the New Jerusalem Church : 
and, with an increasing confidence in their celestial origin, closed, 
with gratitude and joy, this mortal life! 


‘¢ But is she dead? no, no—she lives ; 
Her nobler spirit flies 

To heav’n above, and there receives 
The long expected prize. 


‘In robes of innocence and love * 
Her virgin soul is dress’d, 

And all the angel hosts above 
Rejoice, to see her bless’d.” 


She was buried on the farm of her brother, adjoining the town, 


and the following is a copy of the inscription on her tombstone, 
furnished by her friend Mr. 





*‘ Here lies the Body 
of 
HESTER BARCLAY, 
who changed her mode of existence 
‘Early in the morning of the first day of the week,’ 
February 28th, 1796—40. 
Aged 40 years, 6 months, and 26 days. 


-Releas’d from pain and agonies, 

This holy virgin, truly wise, 

With trimmed lamp, has gone to meet 
Her heav’nly Groom with hasty feet.” 


I delight to dwell on the character of this valuable lady. She 
was dear to us all; particularly so to me; for she was, as it were, 
my guardian angel, ata time when youth and inexperience is 
prone to go astray, and when wrong impressions might have been 
eternally injurious. 

Her memory ought to be dear to the New Church generally, . 
for through her agency, either directly or indirectly, almost all 
the members of the Church westwardly have received their 
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first favourable impressions. ‘The amiable and persevering Mr. 
Thomas Newport, through whom so many subjects have been en- 
lightened, received the doctrines first by reading a copy of the 
‘‘ Treatise on Heaven and Hell,” sent by Miss Barclay to a bro- 
ther she had then living on the banks of the Monongahela. 

Mr. , Mr. , and Mrs. , have each of them 
large families, all of whom are taught to respect the New Church 
above all others. Some of the children are amiable, intelligent, 
and promising, in a high degree, and begin to evince their love 
of the doctrines, and a knowledge of their heavenly truths. 

Mr. and Mrs. have no children, but have raised two 
boys, who promise, by their morality and industry, to remain 
worthy members of 6ur society. There is something so interest- 
ing and unusual in the progress of Mrs. ’s advance in the 
knowledge and adoption of the doctrines of the New Church, that 
I shall notice her particularly. Her early education was of the 
most contracted kind. When she became acquainted with Miss 
Barclay, she was barely able to read the Bible in German. Be- 
ing piously disposed, and naturally of a strong and correct mind, 
she became interested in the conversations of Miss Barclay on 
spiritual subjects. She obtained a few small tracts of the Baron, 
translated into German, which she read with great affection ; and 
such was her love of truth, after she had tasted of it, that, after 
the age of forty, she commenced learning the English language, 
without the smallest assistance; and by her perseverance (using 
only the Bible and the books of the New Church) obtained such 
a knowledge of it, that she has been enabled to read, with great 
‘ advantage, all the translated volumes of our author, &c. which 
she could obtain, including the twelve volumes of the Arcana 
Celestia. 

We rejoice to find that our favourite city, Philadelphia, is be- 
coming conspicuous in promoting the knowledge of the truth. 
Our hearts are with you, and we pray for the prosperity of your 
society, both generally and individually. 

It gives us much pleasure to learn, that we may annually, or 
oftener, expect some spiritual food, through the medium of your 
society. We desire that you would not forget us. We live, as 
it were, in the wilderness, and we look to the east for heat and 
light. 
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PLEASING INTELLIGENCE. 


The Rev. Mr. Hargrove, of Baltimore, has received a letter 
from a minister of the New Church in London, under date of the 
12th March, 1817, in which it is stated, upon the most unques- 
tionable authority, that upwards of forty clergymen of the Church 
of England are known to be receivers of the doctrines of the New 
Church. The writer continues thus : 

“Tam glad to hear of the growing prosperity of the Lord’s 
New Church, in America; its light now begins.to manifest itself 
more and more throughout the various parts of the earth: We are 
assured that this spiritual kingdom will consume all other king- 
dloms, but itself shall stand forever: And however Heaven and 
Earth may pass away (as indeed is thie present case) yet the 
JVivine Truth stands fast to a thousand generations.” 


a oS 


FOR THE NEW JERUSALEM CHURCH REPOSITORY. 


_—_—_— 


REMARKS 


On an account of the “ Swedenburghians,” in a late publication. 


*““ Be well minded to thine accuser.”’—Matt. v. 25. 


These words of our blessed Lord will ever be kept in mind by 
ihe members of his New Church. From the increasing attention 
which the propagation of the doctrines will attract, and the violent 
opposition they must receive from various quarters, we shall have 
frequent occasion to exercise the virtue which this divine precept 
enjoins. Reversing the maxim ef the world, which has so long 
taught, that a friend should be treated as one that may become 
an enemy, it is our duty to treat an enemy as one who may be- 
come a friend. The Church has heretofore been sufficiently 
exercised by idle stories, detailed in thoughtless conversations ; 
these, in fact, were hardly worthy of attention, but were to be 
numbered with those daily scoffs at serious things, in which the 
unthinking are seeking for amusement, and by which they injure 
none but themselves. A more important occasion for the exer- 
cise of charity towards the accuser now presents itself to the 
zealous and affectionate receivers of the New Jerusalem dispensa- 
tion. A gentleman in holy orders, professing to treat of divine 
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things, in a systematic work,* with considerable pretensions for 
accuracy, (which he, no doubt, expects will be received by poste- 
rity as a genuine record of the sections of the Christian church,) 
has undertaken to state the doctrines set forth in the writings of 
E..Swedenborg, and to give an account of the progress of the so- 
ciety which has received them. Charity, however, whilst it in- 
structs us to entertain for every one the purest kindness of affec- 
tion and an unabated desire for his welfare, does not forbid, but 
requires us to correct his errors, and that in the way best calcu- 
lated to accomplish the object. . In the present instance, there- 
fore, whilst a sincere regard is entertained for the gentleman al- 
luded to, we shall not refrain from those terms of just reprehen- 
sion which the case justly demands. The author is well known 
to the writer of this article to be “ in other things intelligent, 
learned and amidble,” and one whose statement of facts and opi- 
nions would, prima facia, be entitled to full credit. From such 
an one what should we expect >—As a man of learning and re- 
search, a careful, assiduous endeavour to inform himself fully and 
accurately upon the subject in which he undertakes to inform his 
reader; as a minister of the Eternal truth, a deep impression of 
the importance and solemnity of the task he had taken upon him- 
self, and an unswerving determination to turn neither to the right 
hand nor to the left in portraying the characters of his fellow 
Christians ; that knowing the perversity of the human judgment, 
he would suspect rather than indulge his prejudices; and un- 
der the influence of a becoming modesty, the genuine mark of 
a Christian spirit, he would, where he was travelling upon strange 
ground, carefully inquire his way. He would recollect that his 
book ought not to contain the mere slanders of street conversa- 
tion, nor the idle tattle of the tea table. But what shall we say 
when such a person, with every mean in his power to acquire 
accurate information, rushes inconsiderately into a subject which 
he has not taken the least pains to understand, and betrays a want 
of information, which the most uneducated disciple of the New 
Church cannot but detect in a moment? So slight is his acquaint- 
ance with the works of Swedenborg, that he knows not how to 


* « A Historical Sketch of opinions on the Atonement, interspersed with 
Biographical Notices of the leading doctrines and outlines of the Sections 
of the Church, from the incarnation of Canist to the present time. By 
James R. Wilson, A. M. 
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spell his name. He speaks of him as the author of a treatise on 
mineralogy, which, from his manner of introducing it, it is believ- 
ed he never saw, and which probably he supposes to be the only 
work of that author, except his late theological productions. Had 
Mr. W. made the slightest inquiry, or possessed the least know- 
ledge of that extraordinary man, he would have known him to be 
the author of at least twenty-five volumes of profound works, in 
theology, metaphysics, mathematics, physics, mineralogy, metal- 
lurgy, anatomy and the belles lettres. Most of these are in folio 
and quarto, and written in the Latin language, and were highly 
valued by the literati of Europe. We are also told by this gentle- 
man, that Swedenborg’s theological works fill twelve large octavo 
volumes, written in Latin. The fact is, Swedenborg never pub- 
lished an octavo volume, in Latin, on theology, if we except the 
“ Prodromus.”” In the New Jerusalem Church Repository, pub- 
lished in this city, there is an accurate statement of Swedenborg’s 
theological and other works, the latter amounting to twenty- 
four and the former to thirty-four articles, of which two contain 
twelve quarto volumes in the Latin, and eighteen octavos in the 
English translation. If all his theological works were collected 
into an uniform edition they would probably comprehend thirty 
octavo volumes, of five hundred pages. Not one of these works, 
in the original language, it-is believed, has Mr. W. ever seen— 
although, if he had desired it, he might have examined the prif- 
cipal part of them, and he well knew where to apply, being inti- 
mately acquainted with several of the readers of Swedenborg’s 
writings. That in a state of such indifference to rational inquiry, 
Mr. W. should be wholly ignorant of the theology of the New 
Church is not surprising, for he could hardly obtain a knowledge 
of it by intuition. The only effect, therefore, which his account 
of the doctrines can have with those who are instructed in them, 
or may be inclined to read and judge for themselves, is to expose 
his own rashness. 

One who had taken so little pains to inform himself, might ve- 
ry naturally say, “ What Swedenborg thinks to be precisely the 
intention of Divinity in this assumption of Humanity, it is very 
difficult to ascertain from his writings and those of his disciples.” 
There are hundreds with common understandings, though with- 
out “ classical education,”? who would have no difficulty to inform 
him on this subject. 
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The whole account detailed in this book, with respect to Swe- 
denborg’s notion of “ Faith,” the character of * the Old Testa- 
ment History,” and “the History of the Jews,” is evidently the 
production of a man wholly unacquainted with the subject which 
he undertakes to discuss. To explain these points fully to the 
reader would take up much time to little purpose, as those who 
wish it will meet with the most satisfactory information by turn- 
ing to the writings themselves. A few words, however, for the 
casual reader, may not be useless. CHariry, according to Swe- 
denborg, consisteth in willing what is good, Fairu consisteth in 
believing what is true. ‘The first is an act of the will, the latter 
an act of the understanding. Charity and Faith are mere men- 
tal perishable things, unless they be determined to works and co- 
exist therein, whensoever it is practicable-—Charity and Faith 
united in correspondent acts produce good works.—Charity and 
Faith when producing good works are said to come into ultimates, 
an expression which has been termed “ mystical and strange.” 
With respect to the Old Testament, and the whole Word, 
Swedenborg teaches, that in general and in its highest sense 
throughout it treats of the Lord, his temptations and the glorifica- 
tion of his humanity; in an inferior sense, of the regeneration 
of man.—Hence it is eternal, and truly the Worp or THE Lorp, 
being limited, in its true meaning, neither to nations or ages, 
persons or places. It fully opens the various states which man 
passes through in the progress of his regeneration, with their op- 
posites. ‘ The regeneration of man is an image of the glorifica- 
tion of the Lord, for the Lord regenerateth man according to the 
same process whereby he glorified his own humanity.” In parti- 
cular, the early part of Genesis treats of the most ancient 
Church, which was in the will principle, or principled in Love, 
and is called Celestial, and of the consummation or destruction of 
this Church, by evils of the will. It also treats of the establish- 
ment of a second, called the ancient Church, with whom after 
the will had been destroyed and by the Divine providence the 
understanding separated therefrom, a new will was to be formed 
in the understanding. This was a Spiritual Church. ‘There was 
no Church before Adam. The most ancient Church is called 
Adam. The History of the Jews does not represent any such 
Church, but is a matter wholly different. 
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Swedenborg does not affirm, “ That the Son of God is the sun 
and centre of the spiritual world.”»—He says expressly, “ Let 
every one take heed how he thinks that the sun of the spiritual 
world is God himself. God himself is a man. That which first 
proceedeth from his love and wisdom appears in the sight of an- 
gels as a sun; wherefore, when the Lord manifests himself to the 
angels in person, he manifests himself as a man, and this some- 
times in the sun, and sometimes out of it.” 

“‘Swedenborg’s descriptions of heaven,” says Mr. W. “ are 
derived from Mahomet.” This is a stale and ridiculous ca- 
lumny. But if the gentleman would look a little nearer home, 
he could discover a much closer resemblance to Mahometanism. 
The Mahometans are rigid pREDESTINARIANS, and confine all 
salvation to their own sect. These, with them, are the ELEcT. 

Swedenborg “ makes mysteries tangible.” We should be glad 
to know in what learned logic this predicate is applied to such a 
subject. 

In relation to the proselytes to the New Jerusalem Church, we 
are told, «* Few of the poor are led away; as Swedenborg teaches 
that the enjoyments, employments, and situation of -men in hea- 
ven resemble those which they have in the present world, people 
oppressed with poverty have no inducement to embrace such a 
creed. As in Britain, so in America, few of the poor join their 


society ; they wish to be rich in heaven, though they are poor in 


this world.”” The gentleman is here mistaken, both as to fact 
and to principle. In the New Church there are, in England 
and America, both rich and poor, and much in the same propor- 
tion with other religious societies ; and so far from Swedenborg 
declaring that the situation of men is the same in the other world 
as it is in this, the slightest inspection of his writings will 
show that the situations of many are lamentably reversed. Of 
those who filled the world with the renown of their military 
achievements, many have, in another life, become miserable 
drudges, without recollection of their former splendour. Of those 
who were learned in the wisdom of this world, many are spiritu- 
ally insane, and others, who were considered as wonderfully 
acute, are become absolutely stupid; whilst some, who in this 
life were esteemed simple, shine as the stars in heaven. For it is 
the spiritual and not the natural principle which determines the 
state of every one hereafter. But that it may be known in what 
VOL. I. v 
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light the New Jerusalem teaches us to view the splendour and 
riches of this world, and the happiness of heaven, the following 
extracts are given: 

Arc. Cel. 10776. “ Every considerate person may know, that 
eminence and opulence in the world are not real divine blessings, 
although man, from his pleasurable principle, calls them so; for 
they pass away, and likewise seduce many, and avert them from 
heaven ; but that life in heaven and happiness there, are real bless- 
ings, which are from the divine.” 

D, P. 214. “ The Divine Providence hath relation to things 
eternal, and no otherwise to temporary things than so far as they 
accord with things eternal. Temporary things relate to dignities 
and riches in this world. Things eternal relate to spiritual ho- 
nours and riches, which are of love and wisdom in heaven.” 

Tb. 216. “ Forasmuch as the natural man calls the delights of 
self-love (which are also the delights of the concupiscencies of 
evil) goods, and also confirms himself in the notion that they are 
goods, he therefore calls honours and riches divine blessings ; but 
when this natural man sees that the wicked, as well as the good, 
are advanced to honours and promoted to riches, and still more, 
when he sees that the good are in contempt and poverty, and the 
wicked in glory and opulence, he thinks with himself, What is 
the meaning of this? it cannot be of the Divine Providence. But 
the natural man, unless illuminated by the spiritual man, that is, 
unless he is at the same time spiritual, doth not see that honours 
and riches may possibly be blessings, and that possibly they may 
also be curses.” 

Heaven and Hell, 354. ** The poor are not qualified for heaven 
by their poverty, but by their principles and life, for these follow 
every one, be he rich or poor, nor is there any distinguishing 
mercy for the one more than the other ; but he is received whose 
life has been good, and he is rejected whose life has been evil.”’ 

C. L. 6. “ There is a certain latent vein in the will and affec- 
tion of every angel, which attracteth his mind to the execution 
of some purpose or other, wherein his mind findeth itself in tran- 
quillity, and is satisfied : this tranquillity and satisfaction form a 
state of mind capable of receiving the love of uses from the Lord, 

| geand it is in the reception of this love that the true heavenly hap- 
© piness consisteth.” 
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The remarks as to the books of the Holy Scriptures, and the 
doctrines of the New Church in relation thereto, will be fully an- 
swered, in an article expressly devoted to the subject, in this 
number of the Repository. 

Throughout the whole of his work, the author appears to have 
an especial resentment against the Episcopal Church, and alleges 
that the greater part of our converts are from that body. In 
this matter, he is as much mistaken as in all the rest, at least as 
it respects the Church in America. They are brought in from 
all religious denominations, Roman Catholics, Lutherans, Church 
of England, Methodists, Presbyterians, Congregationalists, Qua- 
kers, and Socinians. In Philadelphia, there are more from the 
Presbyterian Church than any other. 

“The Swedenburghians in America,” says Mr. W. “ have three 
or four ministers in this country, all of whom are in a great mea- . 
sure illiterate. It is believed that none of them have any preten- 
sions even to a smattering of classical literature or physical sci- 
ence.”” Could any one believe this bold assertion was made by 
one wholly unacquainted with those ministers, their education 
and acquirements ? Had it comported with Mr. W’s plan to have 
obtained information before he attempted to give it, and to inquire 
before he made up his opinion, he would have found one of those 
ministers to have been, like himself, the teacher of a classical 
academy, a regular graduate as Master of Arts, a Latin, Greek, 
and Hebrew scholar, and familiar with the French, German, and 
Spanish languages, and more than one to have some acquaintance 
with the Latin language, and well informed in physical science ; 
and that all of them were men of good English education, of more 
than common intelligence, and well versed in religious and spi- 
ritual subjects. Indeed, it is impossible for any person to teach 
as a minister of this Church, who has not applied considerable time 
to abstract studies, and to investigations which require much 
acuteness of mind, and patient, persevering attention. There are 
also some in the Church who can advise Mr. W. to be more care- 
ful, in the next edition of his book, to correct the Hebrew motte 
of his title page. , 

If Mr. Wilson will turn to his Selectse e Profanis, he will find 
an anecdote which may be of use to him in future, if he should 
be again tempted to explain matters with which he is wholly 
unacquainted. It has this motto :— 

Stultum est ea docere ceteros, que ipse expertus non es. 









































156 





REPOSITORY. 


‘¢When Hannibal, on an invitation at the court of Antiochus, 
had attended a lecture of the Peripatetic, Phormio, on the art of 
war, and was asked what was his opinion of that philosopher, he 
replied, that he had seen many doting old men, but had never 
met with one who prated so idly as Phormio.” 

Let this be a lesson to that learned gentleman, and all those who 
may be disposed to attack the doctrines of the New Jerusalem 
Church. They form a system of deep and serious investigation, in 
which are well versed great numbers, originally of very plain edu- 
cation, but in whose hands Mr. W. would find himself a mere child 
as to spiritual, and perhaps Biblical knowledge. If men of reputa- 
tion for learning, do not mean to expose themselves and the dignity 
of literature to open derision, for meddling with what they do not 
understand, they will either wholly pretermit, or enter into a seri- 
ous and manly examination of the subject. Such an examination 
will convince them that it is a profound and copious study, with 
charms for the simple, and illumination for the wise. And I am 
greatly mistaken, if most of those who * shall sit down (with the 
writings of this great seer) only to reason, will not on a sudden 
be compelled to pray.”—For piety, for extensive, accurate, minute, 
and perfect knowledge of the letter and spirit of the Hoty Worp, 
for deep and sound philosophy, the works of man do not furnish 
an equal to the writings of Swedenborg. J. W.C. 


Page 150, line 16, for “ facia” read “ facie.” 


——— > aa 


FOR THE NEW JERUSALEM CHURCH REPOSITORY. 


On the untranslated passage in the Apoc. Explic. No. 1173. 


My attention has been drawn to the untranslated passage of 
the Apoc. Explic. (1173) by the perusal of two pieces in the In- 
tellectual Repository, No. 17 and 19.—The first by our excellent 
friend Mr. Hindmarsh, the other published under the signature 
R. B. My judgment, however, is not satisfied with the conjec- 
tural emendations and translations of either of those gentlemen. 

Mr. H. requires, 1. That we should suppose E. 8. omitted a 
whole line in making out the fair copy, which line he conjectures 
to be as he has stated.- 2. That the word ¢ influit” should be in- 
serted or understood in two places. 3. That “ influeret,’’ now 
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found in the printed text, should be changed to “influere.” 4. 
That the punctuation should be so changed, as to strike out the 
comma after “ influeret,”’ and insert a colon after “ ejus.”” 5. That 
«‘ et’? should be stricken out before “ hoc.” That E. 8. made all 
these mistakes, can hardly be admitted. This is much more than 
supposing a whole line to have been omitted in the copy. But 
what do we obtain by these emendations, as to the meaning of 
the passage, as to the real information intended to be conveyed 
by the author? According to Mr. H. the passage would read, 
‘Man knows nothing at all of what flows-in into the interiors of 
his mind, nor of what flows-in into the interiors of his will; but 
he ought to know (or it is expedient for him to know) what flows- 
in into the exteriors of his mind, and what flows-in into the thought 
of his understanding: to flow-in immediately into the exteriors 
of the mind, and into the thought of the understanding, is not 
given, for this would be to produce something without a root, 
and to form something without a soul.”” The controverted pas- 
sage then comes to this, “ that man ought to know what flows in- 
to the exteriors of his mind, and what flows into the thought of 
his understanding.” ‘That is, “he should know his external 
thoughts and desires.” Surely E. 8S. never meant to state such a 
truism as this. Besides, this is not a translation of Mr. H.’s cor- 
rected text, for that is “de-eo quod,” in English “ concerning 
that, which,”’ and in connection it would read, “ but he ought to 
know concerning that which flows-in into the exteriors of his 
mind, and that which flows-in into the thought of his understand- 
ing.””? The question then very naturally occurs, what should he 
know concerning these ? But this we are not told. 

R. B. proposes to erase “t,” at the end of “ influeret,” and 
expunge the succeeding “et.”? But this emendation has marred 
the whole sentence. For E. S. has no reference to the man of 
the New Church in particular, but to the common nature and con- 
stitution of man. 

Upon a careful view of the passage, and the different conjec- 
tural translations, it appears to me that the first conjecture stated 
in the prefatory note to the sixth volume of the English Apoc. 
Explic. is much nearer to the meaning of the author, than either 
of the other two. It is a rule, not to be departed from in con- 
struction, never to insert or strike out any thing, in a controvert- 
ed passage, if it be possible to obtain an intelligible and consist- 
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ent meaning without so doing. Itis a violent expedient, and not 
to be resorted to but in the greatest necessity. In this case, I 
think the author may be closely translated, and plainly under- 
stood, without inserting or striking out a word or letter. 

The principal difficulty arises from the word “ sciturus.”? The 
editors of the translation state the suggestion of a learned friend, 
that we should derive it from “ scisco,”? and not from * scio.”’ 
Mr. H. says neither ‘ scisco,” nor any of its inflections is to be 
found in the author’s theological works. ‘There being no index 
verborum to the writings, it is difficult to say how thisis. But it 
will be found, on a careful investigation, that *‘ scio” is used in a 
variety of senses, and indeed that it has a meaning exclusively 
ascribed to ‘ scisco.”—It is so stated in the third class of accep- 
tations of the word * scio,”? in Morrell’s Ainsworth, and in Lit- 
tleton from Livy. In the Thesaurus of Basil. Fabr. Soranus by 
Gessner, Leipsic, 1726, it is rendered in one of its acceptations 
by cognosco, intelligo, in another by tenere audita, and the Ger- 
man word mercken, which signifies to observe, perceive, take no- 
tice of, be sensible of. Inthe Gradus ad Parnass. we have as 
parallel words to * scto,”’ in some of its uses, cognosco, teneo, in- 
telligo. Ina Thesaurus Ciceronianus, by Marcellus Squarcialu- 
pus, we have, among other explanations of “ scio,” as used by 
Cicero, habeo, teneo, cognosco, mihi conscius sum, mihi certus 
sum de aliqua re. Plautus says, * que quasi per nebulam scimus.” 
‘* Which we see or perceive as through acloud.” These would 
sufficiently authorize, (and especially where the passage requires, 
or consistently with good sense admits,) the meaning which the 
learned friend mentioned in the prefatory note has suggested. 
And we may take any one of the following words, viz. “ con- 
clude, determine, judge, pronounce, think, perceive,” as a legiti- 
mate construction of * scio,” in the controverted passage. Indeed 
we ought so to render “ sciturus,”’ in a prior passage of the Apoc. 
Explic. No 1138, although Mr. H. has referred to this passage 
as authority for a different signification. The passage (No. 1138) 
would then read thus, * As to what concerns the first law, which 
is, that man from sense and perception should not otherwise 
(aliter) conclude (sciturus sit) than that life is in him.”— 
It is remarkable that we sometimes use the word “ know,” in 
English, in a sense analogous. For when we say man can from 
his senses “know no other,” we mean, he can come to no other 
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conclusion. By “ know,” in this case, we do not mean “ certa 
scientia,” for that can have place in matters of absolute verity 
only. In this sense a man can never know that which is false, 
though from appearance he may conclude a thing to be as it in 
reality is not. I would therefore prefer this rendering of No. 
1138 as more exact than the one given in the printed translation. 
This construction is strengthened by the word “ aliter,”? which in 
strictness should be rendered “ otherwise,” not no other,” as it 
is given in the printed translation, on account of its being a mode 
of speech better consorting with the word * know,” which the 
translator adopted in the rendering of “ sciturus,”—being thus 
driven to an incorrect translation of ‘ aliter,’ whereas if he had 
taken the word “ conclude or perceive” he would have rendered 
“ aliter” more exactly. 

With respect to derivative verbs in sco, it may be questioned 
whether they have a preterite, or any of the tenses derived from 
the preterite. They are not as commonly called “ inceptives,” 
they are sometimes called “ inchoatives,” but they in fact signi- 
fy an increasing action, or continued effect. Creo, signifies to 
create, cresco to grow, that is a continued or increasing creation. 
Mons tumet, non tumescit, fluctus tumet ac tumescit. (Dum flu- 
unt per verbum in Sco explicantur, says Scaliger, de causis 
lingue Latine.) In the following passages, the meaning is per- 
fectly plain, although it would-furnish grammarians, inclined to 
dispute, with a fruitful subject of controversy, to settle whether 
*‘ scivi and scitum”’ are from scio or scisco. But would it be any 
other than an idle dispute >—For scivi and scitum, and why not 
sciturus, have the meaning of * to know or decide or conclude,” 
according to the context—and this whether we read E. Sweden- 
borg or Ausonius. , 

Felicem Scivi non qui, quod vellet, haberet : 
Sed qui per fatum non data non cuperet.—Auson. 

(I pronounced, judged, concluded to be happy, not him who 
might have whatever he desired, but him who should not crave 
what was not given by Providence.) 

Antiquis opinionibus scitum est. (It is settled or determined 
by ancient opinions.) 

Perhaps the termination in sco should not be considered as cha- 
racterizing a different verb, but as another mode of the same pri- 
mitive root, resembling the form of the Hebrew verb. called 
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“ pingel,” which expresses more strongly the meaning of the 
verb, or turns an intransitive to a transitive, still retaining the 
original or radical meaning, though somewhat modified. 

Jiccurro, ut sciscam, quid velit.—Plautus. (I am running to 
him that I may learn what he wishes.) 

It is rendered by Ainsworth, in this place, inquire. But might 
we not also understand it, to learn, ascertain, or fully understand. 
If we take the word “ learn,” we approach nearer to the com- 
mon force of the termination in sco, learning being a continued 
or increasing knowledge. ‘Thus disco, in the Latin. 

As to the participle in rus. The common apprehension is that 
it implies futurity, or rather an impending future. But it also 
means, when applied to the mind, or to man’s spiritual opera- 
tions, disposition, inclination, aptness, readiness. In Tacitus 
we have “ non pugnaturis militibus.”’—Soldiers not disposed or 
inclmed to fight. In Horace, * non missura cutem nisi plena cru- 
oris.”—Not disposed (or determined not) to let go the skin till 
filled with blood. Ainsworth gives us “ venturus” ready (that 1s, 
disposed) to come. In Virgil we have, 





















































Aut hec in nostros fabricata est machina muros, 
Inspectura domos, venturaque desuper urbi. 


Here this termination has the force of “ with a view to, for the 
op purpose of,” or perhaps, “ ready to,” which last exactly applies 
to the passage in our author. 

But in Cicero we find the very form of expression used by 
E. S. “ Si geometricis rationibus non est crediturus, n@ ille 
longé aberit, ut argumentis credat philosophorum.”—If he is not 
disposed to give credit to geometrical reasons, most assuredly he 
will be far from trusting to the arguments of philosophers ; or we 
may say, if he will not give credit, &c. The meaning is the 
same in fact; for futurity is not here implied, nor does the 
word “ will’? imply futurity, but a determination or disposition 
of the mind. This is exactly in point. Indeed the future from 
spiritual association frequently is used to signify volition, as voli- 
tion tends to and produces future actions or events. We have a 
similar mode of expressing ourselves in English, in familiar lan- 
guage. A person makes an unreasonable request ;—I answer, 
I am not going to do any such thing, that is, lam not disposed 
or inclined to do it. 
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Mr. H. says “ quod” is a relative pronoun, and in this sense is 
twice used in the preceding part of the same sentence, and in 
each case bears the signification of “ which,” not “ that.”? But 
may we not say “ quod” is a conjunction, and in this sense is 
twice used in the latter part of the same sentence, and in each 
case bears the signification of * that,’’ not * which.” 

These things premised, the following translation is offered, as 
appearing to me the most correct. 

The original is 

‘‘ Homo ne hilum scit de eo quod influit in Interiora mentis 
ejus, nec de eo quod influit in affectionem voluntatis ejus ; sed de 
eo sciturus est, quod in Exteriora mentis ejus, et quod in cogita- 
tionem Intellectus ejus influeret, et hoc foret producere aliquid 
absque radice, et formare aliquid absque anima: quisque videre 
potest, quod hoc foret contra Divinum ordinem, consequenter 
quod foret destruere et non eedificare.”’ 

Man knows not a particle (hilum) respecting that which flows- 
in into the interiors of his mind, nor respecting that which flows- 
in into the affections of his will; but respecting it he is disposed 
(apt, ready, inclined) to conclude (judge, determine, think) that 
it would flow-in into the exteriors of his mind, and that it would 
flow-in into the thought of his understanding, although (for 
et may be so rendered) this would be to produce something 
without a root, and to form something without a soul: every one 
may see that (quod) this would be contrary to Divine order, con- 
sequently that (quod) it would be to destroy, and not to build. 

Or it may be translated “ But he will conclude respecting it 
that it would flow-in, &c.”’ 

The meaning is this—Man knows nothing of what flows into 
the interiors of his mind, but if reflecting on the subject, he 
would conclude or be of opinion, that what flowed into the inte- 
riors would flow into the exteriors of his mind, and come into 
open manifestation, as he knows and can perceive nothing from 
his senses or consciousness respecting the interior and exterior 
degrees of the mind. And it is a fact that we can no otherwise 
conclude from consciousness or perception, and we should always 
have so judged, if we had not been otherwise taught by one 
enabled to instruct us as to the truth. C. 
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NOTE, FROM THE REV. DR. COLLIN. 





| We insert, with pleasure, the following communication, from 
the very worthy and respectable pastor of the Swedish Church, 
in this city. | 


Vo the Editors of the New Jerusalem Church Repository. 





Gentlemen, 


Permit me to explain the following words in my conversation 
with Swedenborg: “that if any important spiritual or temporal 
concern of mine had been the case, he would then have solicited 
permission from those angels who regulate such matters.” MVew 
Jerasalem Church Repository, p. 35. 

This answer to me is correctly translated from the Swedish. 
It doth not imply, as you apprehend, any worship of angels, but 
only a request to them, as agents, by Divine commandment. 
Christians have generally believed such agency, as appears from 
the Bible and ecclesiastical history. Many persons, not charge- 
able with credulity, have ascribed to them influence on the human 
mind, and aid in dangers, when human means and other causes 
were incompetent, though this agency was not seen, heard, or felt 
by the bodily organs. Stwedenborg did, indeed, assert a very 
familiar intercourse with them, but not any sort of adoration. 


NICHOLAS COLLIN. 


SS Se 
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PETZELIANS. 


The following article from a London paper of May Ist, copied 
into the American Daily Advertiser of the 23d of June, exhibits a 
degree of extravagance in religious opinion almost inconceivable. 

“In Austria, a sect called Petzelians has started up, to sacri- 
fice men to purify others from sin. In Passion week, several men 
were thus murdered—and on Good Friday, a virgin, aged thir- 
teen, was also butchered in a similar manner.—Petzel, the found- 
er, and eighty-six of his followers, have been arrested, and will 
be tried.” 
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DOUBLE CONSCIOUSNESS, 


OR DUALITY OF PERSON IN THE SAME INDIVIDUAL. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. Joseph Lathrop, of West 
Springfield, to the President of Vale College, dated July 18, 
1791, published in the American Museum, Vol. X. p. 151. 


‘‘ A curiosity of a different kind, relating to the human species, 
I will take the liberty to mention. A young man in this town, 
some years since, was, in consequence of bathing in water, visited 
with a peculiar kind of disorder, which operated by paroxysms. 
When a fit seized him, he would at first fall down ; but in a mo- 
ment or two rise, possessed of an agility far superior to what was 
natural. In two or three hours, and sometimes sooner, the fit 
would pass off, and leave him in his usual state, and to appear- 
ance in health. But what was most remarkable in this case, was 
the state of his mind. While he was in a fit, he perfectly remem- 
bered things which had occurred in all preceding fits, but nothing 
which had happened in the intervals, or in the time prior to his 
disorder. In the intervals, all his fits, and every thing which had 
passed in them, were totally obliterated ; but he could distinctly 
recollect the occurrences of former intervals. The time of his 
fits appeared to him in continuity, as did also his healthful pe- 
riods ; when one was present, the other was lost. If, in the time 
of a fit, he took up any business, he would drop it, when the fit 
ceased, without any recollection of the matter ; and when the fit 
returned, he would resume the business without any idea of his 
having discontinued it. The case was the same if he undertook 
any thing in the intervals of his disorder.—In short, he seemed 
to have two distinct minds, which acted by turns, independently 
of each other. In the space, I think, of about two years, by the 
use of a particular remedy, his fits left him, and he was reduced 
to a simple consciousness. The remedy which cured him, or 
deprived him of one of his souls, I have not been able to learn, 
the family having lost the receipt. 


‘¢ The above account I received from his father, and from others 
of the family.’ 
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4 communication made by Dr. Mitchill to the Rev. Dr. Nott, 
dated January, 1816, published in the Medical Repository. 


Where I was employed early in December, 1815, with several 
other gentlemen, in doing the duty of a visiter to the United 
States’ Military Academy at West Point, a very extraordinary 


case of double consciousness, in a woman, was related to me by . 


one of the professors. Major Ellicott, who so worthily occupies 
the mathematical chair in that seminary, vouched for the correct- 
ness of the following narrative, the subject of which is related to 
him by blood, and an inhabitant of one of the western counties of 
Pennsylvania :— 

“ Miss R—— possessed naturally a very good constitution, and 
arrived at adult age without having it impaired by disease. She 
possessed an excellent capacity, and enjoyed fair opportunities to 
acquire knowledge. Besides the domestic arts and social attain- 
ments, she had improved her mind by reading and conversation, 
and was well versed in penmanship. Her memory was capaci- 
ous, and stored with a copious stock of ideas. Unexpectedly, 
and without any forewarning, she fell into her profound sleep, 
which continued several hours beyond the ordinary term. On 
waking, she was discovered to have lost every trait of acquired 
knowledge. Her memory was tabula rasa—all vestiges, both of 
words and things, were obliterated and gone. It was found ne- 
cessary for her to learn every thing again.—She even acquired, 
by new efforts, the arts of spelling, reading, writing and calcu- 
lating, and gradually became acquainted with the persons and 
objects around, like a being for the first time brought into the 
world. In these exercises she made considerable proficiency. 
But after a few months, another fit of somnolency invaded her. 
On rousing from it, she found herself restored to the state she 
was in before the first paroxysm; but was wholly ignorant of 
every event and occurrence that had befallen her afterwards. 
The former condition of her existence she now calls the old state, 
and the latter the new state; and she is as unconscious of her 
double character as two distinct persons are of their respective 
natures. * For example, in her old state she possesses all her 
original knowledge; in her new state only what she acquired 
since. Ifa gentleman or lady be introduced to her in the old 
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state, and vice versa, and so of all other matters; to know them 
satisfactorily, she must learn them in both states. In the old 
state she possesses fine powers of penmanship; while in the new, 
she writes a poor and awkward hand, having not had time or 
means to become expert. During four years and upwards, she 
has undergone periodical transitions from one of these states to 
the other. The alterations are always consequent upon a long 
and sound sleep. Both the lady and her family are now capable 
of conducting the affair without embarrassment. By simply 
knowing whether she is in the old or new state, they regulate the 
intercourse, and govern themselves accordingly. A history of 
her curious case is drawing up by the Rev. Timothy Aldin, of 
Meadville.” 
— +) 


FOR THE NEW JERUSALEM CHURCH REPOSITORY. 


Discussion upon the Doctrine of “ Tue Triyity.” 


It is not usual to see religious controversies maintained in 
the public gazettes, particularly where points of doctrine are the 
subjects of dispute. It is, therefore, as a remarkable instance of 
deviation from an established system, that we take the liberty of 
presenting to the notice of your readers, the following circum- 
stance. } ; 

In the “ Lancaster Journal,” (Pennsylvania) of 9th Novem- 
ber last, was published 4 New Church Sermon, which was fur- 
nished to the editor of that paper by a gentleman of the Old 
Church, who had met with it by accident, and who was pleased 
to see a rational explanation of what had before perhaps appeared 
to him as obscure. It was introduced to the public by the fol- 
lowing prefatory remarks.- 


‘MR. CLOWES’ CELEBRATED SERMON. 


“In a dearth of news, we think we shall gratify a great majori- 
ty of our readers by publishing the following excellent ‘ Sermon 
on the Sacred Doctrine of the Divine Trinity. By the Rev. J. 
Clowes, M. 4. Rector of St. John’s Church, Manchester, England, 


on Trinity Sunday.’ 1 John vy, part of 7th verse. These Lhree 
are One.” , “Sd ; 


This discourse, which is well known to the members of the 
New Church, asserts the existence of a Trinity of Principles or 
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Essentials, in the One Person of Jesus Christ, and compares it to 
that trinity of principles called soul, body, and operation, which. 
exists in every individual man. 

The publication of this sermon, it appears, excited the ire of 
some of the reverend clergy of the place, and we find in the same 
paper, of the 15th and 25th of November, the two following com- 
munications in relation thereto. 


‘“ BRIEF REMARKS ON MR. CLOWES’ SERMON. 


“When I commenced the perusal of the discourse which is the 
subject of the following animadversions, I expected to be edified 
with a defence of the mystery of the Holy Trinity, that is, of 
three divine persons existing from all eternity in one divine sub- 
stance; but what was my surprise when upon continuing to read 
{ found that instead of opposing the adversaries of the blessed 
Trinity, the author’s object was to undermine the doctrine of that 
mystery, arid for that purpose entertained his readers with crafty, 
captious and Socinian expressions and definitions, replete with 
error and falsehood. 

‘* Let us now see whether I can prove what I have just asserted. 
The doctrine of the Trinity of persons in God, has always been 
believed from the time of Christ himself, to be one of the most 
profound mysteries in the Christian religion. This I think will 
not be denied; if it were, I could easily prove it. By the word 
mystery, is to be understood an article of doctrine that is above 
human reason—that is, incomprehensible to human reason; but 
Mr. Clowes tells his audience that the idea of Trinity in Unity 
is most agreeable to all the dictates of sound and sober reason. 
His assertion is therefore a new doctrine and of course false, since 
he did not receive it from that deposit which the Apostle exhorts 
us to contend for. 

‘¢ Again, he finds a striking similarity between God and man. 
Now, it appears to me there is very little—there is but very little 
as to substance. God is one indivisible, spiritual, unlimited sub- 
stance, and man is composed of two substances, the spiritual and 
the material, or in other words, the soul and body, which are the 
two partsof man; and if we admit the third part newly discover- 
ed by Mr. Clowes, I do not perceive that the similarity would be 
more perfect. ‘There is no similarity as to person; in God there 
are three, in man only one. 
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‘¢ His comparison of a flower, is, in my opinion, less convincing 
than that of the Shamrock itself. 

« Again, he tellshishearers, that at a certain time the human 
essence was united to the divine, from which union proceeds the 
Holy Ghost. Now, if that union produced the Holy Ghost, he did 
not exist before it, and is therefore not eternal, and by conse- 
quence not God!! I say produced, because Mr. Clowes asserts a 
second time in his discourse, that the breath, the influence or the 
» operation of the human nature in its union with the divine, is the 
Holy Ghost. Risum teneatis, &c. 

‘In fact,if we are to understand the word person to mean no- 
thing more than character, quality, influence or operation, &c. 
which Mr. Clowes would wish us to do, there was no Father or 
first person before the creation, nor Son or second person before 
the work of our redemption!!! The word person, then, is not to 
be taken in any other sense than that in which it is universally 
used ; that is, to mean a rational substance or being. For exam- 
ple, we cannot say of a brute that it is a person; but we say of a 
man he is a person, because he is endowed with reason. Hence 
arises the difficulty in respect of the Trinity of persons in God ; 
for it would appear, if there are three persons in God, there must 
be three substances. To this I reply, that if the person of the 
Father possessed one substance, and the person of the Son an- 
other substance, and the person of the Holy Ghost another sub- 
stance, it would certainly be so: but faith teaches us that each 
one of the divine persons possesses the same identical, undivided 
substance which the others do, and yet the three divine persons 
are perfectly distinct, independent and complete in themselves. 
But it will be said all this is inconceivable. Undoubtedly it is so, 
and as far above human comprehension as infinite is above finite. 
But why should it astonish us that God is inconceivable to his 
creatures, when even his works areso? Do we understand how 
he made the universe out of nothing? How we shall all rise 
again at the day of judgment with the same bodies we had in this 
life? Nay, do we understand how our own members obey our 
will? Do we understand the nature of attraction, how the load- 
stone operates, &c. &c.? We do not, neither can we understand 
the Trinity of persons in one divine substance; but God himself 
has declared it, which is the greatest authority we can have for 
any thing—therefore it is so. I say declared it. We read. 
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Matth. ch. ix. verse 16, 17, ‘And Jesus being baptized, went up 

presently out of the water: And behold the heavens were opened 
to him: And he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove, and 
coming upon him. And behold, a voice from heaven, saying: this 
is my beloved Son, in whom Iam well pleased.” Behold three 
distinct persons; the Father who speaks from heaven—the Son 
who is baptized—and the Holy Ghost who appears as a dove. In 
the discourse of our Saviour to his disciples at the last supper, we 
find the following words: John, ch. xiv. ver. 16, 17—* And Iwill 
ask the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter—the 
Spirit of truth:” And again, ch. xv. ver. 26, “ I will send you 
from the Father the Spirit of truth, who proceedeth from the Fa- 
ther.” Now, it cannot be the same person who asks and is asked, 
who sends and is sent. Therefore, one is the Father, whom 
Christ asks—another is the Son, who asks the Father, and who is 
to send the Holy Ghost—and another is also the Holy Ghost, who 
is sent by both, and whom Christ expressly calls another Com- 
forter, distinct from himself. Several other texts might be ad- 
duced. 

«* Mr. Clowes, in fine, seems to be of opinion, that works alone, 
and not faith, are of primary importance in the obtaining of sal- 
vation. I answer to this what the Apostles themselves have 
taught us: faith without works is dead. James, ch. ii. ver. 17, 
and the Apostle Paul tells the Hebrews, ch. xi. ver. 6, without 
faith it is impossible to please God. 

« ANTI-SOCINUS.” 





‘¢ For the Lancaster Journal. 
** MR. HAMILTON, 

‘In the Journal, which is justly acknowledged to be the most 
enlightened and impartial newspaper in Lancaster, I was sorry to 
see Mr. Clowes’ Sermon on THE TRINITY. Nor are the ani- 
madversions of nti-Socinus satisfactory. 

‘¢ Upon a doctrine of revealed religion, so abstruse and so sub- 
lime, the safest language is the sacred phraseology. 

‘That God is ONE, both reason and revelation pronounce. 
That He is also TRIUNE, the holy scriptures expressly declare. 
To deny the Trinity is death. If we reject the revealed doctrine 
of the Trinity, because it is incomprehensible, we may, for the 
same reason, renounce our belief of a God. To us His existence, 
eternity and self-sufficiency must ever be incomprehensible. 
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“ The animadverter justly censures Mr. Clowes for attempting 
to bring the DEITY down to the standard of our feeble powers 5 
for teaching that DIVINE PERSONALITY is nothing more than 
guality or operation ; and for his comparisons—“ To whom, to 
what,” saith God, “ will ye LIKEN ME?” Isa. xlvi. 5. 

‘But the animadverter’s own expressions and definitions are 
not always correct. 

“1. He says that “ Mr. Clowes has entertained his readers with 
Socinian expressions, and definitions replete with error.” He 
should have said offended. Doubtless Mr. Clowes’ expressions 
and definitions are Unitarian. But his scheme is neither frian 
nor Socinian ; though alike anti-scriptural. According to him, 
the second Person is the Trinity. 

‘© 2, He says that the Trinity is ‘ one of the most profound mys- 
teries of the Christian religion” But of all the mysteries of our 
holy religion itis THE CHIEF. The ancient Jews called it the 
mystery of mysteries. — 

*¢ 3. He says that Mr. Clowes’ ‘assertion is a new doctrine, 
and of course false.? What is the particular assertion to which 
the animadverter refers? That ¢ the idea of Trinity in Unity is 
most agreeable to all the dictates of sound and sober reason.’ 
This sentence, considered apart, is not very exceptionable. In 
the doctrine of the Trinity there is nothing contradictory to rea- 
son. Human reason it infinitely transcends. But reason it does 
not contradict. 

“‘ 4. The animadverter has used other expressions, which are 
not sufficiently guarded. He says that the Divine Persons are 
‘perfectly distinct, independent, and complete in themselves.’ 
Does he mean that they are independent of each other? It is on- 

j ly as Persons that they are distinct. GODIS ONE. Again, he 
| : says, that ‘a person is a rational BEING,’ and applies this defi- 

nition of a person to the sacred Trinity. Between DIVINE 

i PERSONALITY and human personality there must be a vast 
difference. Believe me, sir, that on this sublime subject some 


» have used expressions which lead to Polytheism. Let us study it 
with the humility of FAITH.” 




















That a rational explanation of the sacred doctrine of the Tri- 
nity, should have aroused the advocates of a mysterious tri-per- 


sonality, is not to be wondered at, and particularly when a lay 
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printer of a gazette should take upon himself to proclaim as or- 
thodox, a point of doctrine by no means settled amongst those 
whose especial province it is to elucidate matters of faith. A fair 
and candid defence of one’s religious opinions belongs of right to 
all, and the members of the New Church would be the last to 
deny this privilege to any of their fellow Christians. But a man- 
ly and dignified criticism is quite a different thing from a scurri- 
lous attack upon the sentiments of others, and we are sorry to 
see that Anti-Socinus, in the heat of his passion, has lost sight of 
that honourable course which it behoves men of his profession to 
pursue. Let us examine and see whether this writer is supported 
in his assertions by scripture truth and by sound sense. He 
charges Mr. Clowes with using “Socinian expressions.” This 
we wholly deny. The Socinian system maintains Christ to be 
amere man. Mr. Clowes declares him to be the very and eter- 
nal God. Surely Anti-Socinus must be ignorant of the term he 
has used, or he has wilfully misrepresented, and as charity indu- 
ces us to suppose the latter not to be the case, we are compelled 
to ascribe his assertion to a want of information. As to the 
charge of “ error and falsehood,” our readers must decide for 
themselves. ‘Those who have embraced the doctrines of the New 
Jerusalem are well persuaded that “In Jesus Christ dwells all 
the fulness of the Godhead bodily,”’ that He “ is the True God 
and eternal life,” and that he is “ the Alpha and Omega, the be- 
ginning and the ending, the First and the Last, who is, who 
was, and who is to come, THE ALMIGHTY.” 

“It is truly strange that Trinitarians, whilst defending their 
tenets from the attacks of Socinians, find it necessary to combat 
upon New Church ground, by maintaining that Jesus Christ is 
Jehovah, and yet, inconsistent as it may appear, when they ar- 
gue with those who advocate the same belief, they charge them 
with Socinianism, and flee for refuge to Tri-theism, as has been 
the case with the writer now before us. The truth is, that no ar- 
guments are substantial but such as are founded upon the sole and 
exclusive Divinity of Christ, and when this Truth, the corner- 
stone of the Christian Church, is assailed, our opponents are for- 
ced to abandon the use of the rational faculty, and cry out, 
‘‘ Incomprehensible mystery !” 

‘That the doctrine of a Trinity of persons has been maintained 
since the time of Christ, as asserted by Anti-Socinus, is not sup- 
ported either by scripture or by history. The expression of “three 
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persons” is no where to be found either in the Old or New Testa- 
ment, and there is reason to believe that that doctrine was not 
broached until the heresy of Arius induced the council of Nice, 
in the year $35, to promulgate it. The two principal passages of 
scripture from which this doctrine is confirmed, in opposition to a 
thousand others which declare the unity of God, are these, “ Go 
ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost,” and, “ There 
are three that bear record in Heaven, the Father, the Word, and 
the Holy Ghost.” Now, in relation to the first of these passages, 
let us inquire, how was it understood by those to whom it was 
addressed ? Did they suppose that by the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, were meant three distinct persons ? Most unquestionably 
not, for if they did, they must have disobeyed the commands of 
their Lord, for we find that in every instance, in the holy volume, 
where the particular mode of baptism is recorded, it is invariably 
stated to have been in the name of Jesus Curist alone. And 
why ? because the disciples well knew, that, “ He that acknow- 
ledgeth the Son hath the Father also,” (1 John, ii. 23,) and that 
‘“ He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father 
and the Son,” (2 John, i. 9,) see Acts ii. 38, 41. viii. 12, 13, 16, 38. 
ix. 18. x. 48. xvi. 15, 33. xviii. 8. xix. 5. xxii. 16. Rom. vi. 3. 
Gal. iii. 27. In relation to the second text quoted, it is evident 
that John did not intend to inculcate the doctrine of three per- 
sons, for, as if to avoid such an interpretation, he immediately 
follows his expression by the declaration, “ and these three are 
one,” and thus evidently excluding the idea of three. 

Much is said by the advocates of tri-personality, respecting 
mysteries which are “ above human reason, that is, incomprehen- 
sible to human reason.” Admitting this to be true, is that any 
reason why a man is not to exercise his rational faculty, as far as 
it will extend, for the purpose of endeavouring to acquire a clear 
conception of what he is told he must believe? Or, because a 
doctrine has been a mystery, during the period of one particular 
Church, is that any reason why we are to conclude the veil will 
never be removed? We find that a life after death was scarce- 
ly known to the Jews, and that the veil of futurity was, in some 
degree, removed under the Christian dispensation. May it not 
then be, that what was once spoken in parables, shall now be 
plainly declared? May we not, in fine. anticipate a period when 
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those words of the Lord will be fulfilled, “ In that day I will 
shew you plainly of the Father,” and, “In that day there shall be 
One Lord, and his name One.”? Whilst upon the subject of hu- 
man reason, we cannot omit to make a further remark, which is 
this,—There are undoubtedly some matters which are above hu- 
man comprehension, but these are carefully to be distinguished 
from those which are in opposition to human reason. We know 
that the grass grows, and that the soul operates upon the body, 
but how these effects are wreught we cannot ascertain. Still they 
are not in opposition to reason. We also know that God assum- 
ed the human nature, and was thereby “ manifested in the flesh.” 
This too is most agreeable to all the dictates of sound and sober 
reason, as explanatory of the idea of a Trinity in Unity, and yet 
we are told that such an assertion is * false,”’ not indeed because 
it does not comport with the general declaration of the scripture, 
but simply because it is “new.” Did ever critic, in an enlighten- 
ed age, build his logic upon such a baseless foundation ? The Jew- 
ish doctors and Sanhedrim did, no doubt, object to the revelation 
of Jesus Christ, because it was new, but could it ever have been 
anticipated that a champion in the cause of Christianity, could have 
adopted so weak, so slender a mode of defence ? 

If the publication of the sermon in question has done no other 
good, it has effected one great purpose, that of bringing to light, 
in unequivocal terms, the belief of at least one sect of Christians. 
Anti-Socinus, who in the outset talks much about mysteries, has, 
in the course of his discussion, removed their veil. He declares 
a person to mean “ a rational substance or being.”” Now, three 
persons must be three rational beings, and particularly when they 
are * perfectly distinct, independent and complete in them- 
selves ;” and thus, the conclusion of necessity follows, that Anti- 
Socinus’ opinion warrants us in applying to him, personally, the 
remark made generally by the writer of the article signed Faith, 
‘‘ that on this subject, some have used expressions which lead to 
Polytheism.” But, strange as it may appear, Anti-Socinus, after 
taking great pains to prove that the term person can only be ap- 
plied to the human form, and “ is net to be taken in any other 
sense than that in which it is generally used,” yet, to prove the 
existence of a trinity of persons, he represents one of them as 
a dove. If we were here at liberty to be jocose, we might, with 
perfect propriety, retort upon him his riswm teneatis, but on se- 
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rious subjects we hold it to be decorous to observe a serious de- 
meanour, and we would recommend a similar mode of procedure 
to Anti-Socinus, when he next undertakes to defend mysteries 
by unveiling them. | 

The candid writer before us, so scrupulous, as he wishes to be 
thought, of truth, should well have reflected, before he made the 
assertion, that “* Mr. Clowes, in fine, seems to think that works 
alone, and not faith, are of primary importance in the obtaining 
of salvation.” If Anti-Socinus intends to convey the idea that 
Mr. Clowes believes that faith alone does not ensure salvation, 
he is perfectly correct; but if he wishes, on the contrary, to inti- 
mate that he believes works alone to be effective, he has not fairly 
represented Mr. Clowes’ sentiments. That reverend and worthy 
minister of the Lord has published volumes of sermons, in which 
the union of faith with works is, throughout, declared to be the 
only means of salvation; and this doctrine is the only true one 
collected from the Word of God. 

With respect to the second writer, whose communication, un- 
der the signature of “ Faith,” is above transcribed, we cannot 
see that he differs much in his opinions from his friend Anti- 
Socinus, except that he possesses more.discretion, and holds it 
‘‘ safest” to say as little upon the subject of mysteries as the case 
will admit of. He very properly corrects his coadjutor, in rela- 
tion to his misapplication of the term Socinian, and so far may 
be considered as a more ingenuous antagonist. His concluding 
sentence, relative to Polytheism, is indeed true, and perhaps to a 
greater extent than he is aware of. Had he said many, instead 
of some, he would have been nearer the truth. But although both 
these writers, who, we have been informed, are clergymen, en- 
tertain opinions very similar to each other, yet we hope, in Chris- 
tian charity, they will avoid the dangerous heresy of so dividing 
their one God, as to imprint upon the minds of their hearers an 
idea of three. As an instance of the profane and absurd extremes 
into which the Catholic Church had fallen, at some period of its 
duration, we subjoin the following extract from a work entitled — 
“ Evans’s Sketch of the Denominations of the Christian World.” 

*¢ Bishop Burnet tells us, that before the reformation, it was 
usual in England to have pictures of The Trinity. God the 
Father was represented in the shape of an old man with a triple 
erown, and rays about his head! The Son, in another part of the 
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picture, looked like a young man, with a single crown on his 
head, and a radiant countenance. The blessed Virgin was be- 
tween them, in a sitting posture ; and the Holy Ghost, under the 
appearance of a dove, spread his wings over her. This picture, 
he tells us, is still to be seen in a prayer-book, printed in the 
year 1526, according to the ceremonial of Salisbury. Skippon 
also tells us, there is at Padua a representation of the Trinity, 
being the figure of an old man, with three faces and three beards.” 
C. R. 


——2D + oe 


ON THE EXCLUSIVE DIVINITY OF JESUS CHRIST. 


The following essay, although not in every expression con- 
formable to the doctrines of the New Jerusalem Church, is so 
nearly orthodox, that we cannot refuse to comply with the re- 
quest of its author. The communication is made to us anony- 
mously, but we feel well persuaded that it comes from the pen of 
a member of the Old Church, who has so far progressed in his 
knowledge of the doctrines of the Wew Jerusalem, as to receive 
that great truth of the New Dispensation, the sole divinity of 
Curist. We are well acquainted with the fact, that this impor- 
tant doctrine is gaining ground amongst the members of many 
societies of Christians, who have no acquaintance with the 
writings of Emanuel Swedenborg, and we cannot but regard it as 
a proof of an increasing influx from the spiritual into the natural 
world. 

In the following paper, we take it for granted that the writer, 
in objecting to the doctrine of a trinity, means a trinity of per- 
sons, and not a trinity of essentials or principles residing in the 
one person of Jesus Christ. His using the term justice, where he 
says, ‘‘ the sacrifice which his justice called for,”’ is objectionable 
on the principles of the New Church. Although God is a Being 
of infinite justice, yet the term, as used in the sense in which it 
is applied in the Old Testament, is widely different from that 
acceptation of it which is commonly received. Divine mercy is 
the grand attribute of the Great Jehovah, and no justice can be 
predicated of him that is not strictly consistent with mercy. It 
was “ according to his mercy he saved us,” as says St. Paul, in 
his epistle to Titus, iii. 5, in speaking of « God our Saviour,” and 
hence his assumption of the human nature, his sufferings and 
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death, were a satisfaction of his mercy, and not of his justice. 
It is well worthy of remark, that the term justice does not oc- 
cur in one single passage of the New Testament, and it is there- 
fore difficult to conjecture how the expression has obtained such 
general currency with those who profess to derive their doctrines 


_ chiefly from that book. 


Before we conclude, we would respectfully recommend the 
writer in question to read the work of Emanuel Swedenborg enti- 
tled «The True Christian Religion,” and he will therein find 
satisfactory explanations of all the contested points in theology, 
which have so long divided the Christian world. Ep. 


iD ¢ Gr 


FOR THE NEW JERUSALEM CHURCH REPOSITORY. 


“ In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.” Gen. i. 1. 


Here we find, in the very first verse of the first book of the 
Sacred Scriptures, the annunciation, under Divine revelation, 
(for without such a revelation, it is certain man could not have 
attained the knowledge) of the fiat of the majesty of Heaven, by 
which creation was called into existence. Here we have, in the 
oldest work in our possession, the first account of a Supreme 
Being, all-mighty, omniscient and omnipresent—self-existent— 
for who is greater than Himself ?—and from whom, therefore, 
could He derive existence ? 

It has been attempted to show, by some writers, that the doc- 
trine of a Trinity is here established; but the whole tenor of the 
Old Testament appears adverse to this position. In every pas- 
sage of the Scriptures of the old covenant, the Almighty invari- 
ably speaks of himself, without a reference to another person— 
nor can we well imagine two or more self-created and eternal 
beings, possessed of the divine attributes we ascribe to God. In 
all the intercourse which the Almighty has with man, when He 
personally appears to the worms of his creation, He speaks of 
Himself as the only God, and whose glory shall not be given to 
another; and when, amidst the thunderings of Mount Sinai, His 
Divine commands are promulgated to the Israelites, the first and 
most important one is, “Thou shalt have no other Gods but me.” 

Although the redemption of fallen man is repeatedly adverted 
to—and the coming of Jehovah, in the character of a Redeemer. 
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in the person of Jesus Christ, is foretold by the prophets, the 
characters of the Messiah and of the Mighty Jehovah are too 
analogous, to admit of doubt that the former is the identical Jeho- 
vah, clothed in a human form, in order to accommodate Himself 
to the state of man: without this medium, the Almighty could 
not have exhibited Himself to the human race; for we are repeat- 
edly assured that no man could see God and live. Suppose, for 
a moment, we admit that those prophetic declarations of the 
coming of the Messiah, are really applicable to a second person 
of the Divinity; where shall we perceive any traces in the Old 
Testament of the third person, denominated the Holy Ghost, or 
Spirit P I+ is believed that none are to be found, that can be re- 
garded as establishing so important a point, as that which would 
prove the existence of three divine, self-existing, and all-mighty 
persons in one God! Is it not a little remarkable, that during a 
period of four thousand years, no absolute revelation was made 
to man, indicating the existence of such a Divine Trinity in the 
Godhead? Was it of less importance to the creature to be then 
ignorant of the nature of the Deity than it is now? And why, in 
the promulgation of the Divine commands, was not the slightest 
reference made to any such co-existence in the Godhead, when 
so evident an opening is given? * Thou shalt have no other Gods 
but me,” is the ground-work of the Mosaic Dispensation ; and 
our blessed Saviour asserts the same, in more than one instance. Z 
When he is asked what is the chief commandment—* How read- 4 
est thou—Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,” 
&c. &c. “ This is the first and great commandment.” Does our 
Saviour not equally assert, “‘ l and my father are one ?”—but if 
one, how do some of our churches make no less than three divine 
persons, of equal power, authority and existence P 

Admitting, for argument sake, the correctness of the views of 
such Churches, let me ask, if truth be an unit, must not all these 
three divine personages, thus united in the Godhead, have had 
one uniform sentiment and persuasion, in regard to the wicked- 
ness of mankind, and of the punishment due to his crimes ? and } 
if so, why do we consider God the Father as the person princi- La 
pally offended, and only to be reconciled to fallen man by the 
penalties assumed by God the Son? Why was not God the Son be 
(equal in every divine attribute) the party principally aggrieved E 
and offended, and either the Father or the Holy Spirit consti- 
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tuted our Redeemer? How, in short, could any redemption at 
all ensue, according to the common belief of a Trinity, when all 
the Persons of the Godhead must undoubtedly be governed by 
identical motives ? For if they were not, it follows that a diversi- 
ty of sentimeng,must have actuated the Divine Counsels;—a sup- 
position not to be admitted. 

The difficulties which present themselves to every inquiring 
mind, in regard to the nature of the Trinity, do however greatly 
diminish, when we regard our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ as 
the Only and Supreme God, who, in his divine mercy, thought 
proper to assume the form of Man, and suffer for our trans- 
gressions. Here, no apparent collision exists as to the Divine 
sentiments; the crimes of man demanded retribution; and God 
himself became, in his own good pleasure, the sacrifice which his 
justice called for. Inscrutable as are the ways of God to man, 
it is certainly not necessary to render them still more so, by ad- 
mitting doctrines that appear subversive of the principles meant 
to be established. 

If the sentiments above expressed, are in unison with those of 
the New Jerusalem Church, the editors of the Repository are 


_ respectfully solicited to give them publicity in their next num- 


ber. 


A FIRM BELIEVER _OF THE FIRST COMMANDMENT. 


Philadelphia, May 11, 1817. 
———m €D aa 


On the Books of the WORD, and the Inspiration by which the 
Holy Scriptures were written. 


it was intended, in this number of the Repository, to have ex- 
plained fully the sentiments of the New Church, respecting the 
various Books of the Holy Scriptures, and to have entered at 
large into a discussion of the difference between the Epistles, or 
writings of the apostles, and thosé books which with us are em- 
phatically called the WORD. Other matter has, however, un- 
expectedly prevented the complete execution of this purpose, 
and the editors are obliged to content themselves, at present, with 
the following observations :-— 

The New Church, in fact, believes that the apostles in their 
writings and preachings were inspired with all that degree of il- 
iumination, which was necessary to enable them to teach those 
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truths, which mankind, in the course of that dispensation, were 
capable of receiving; and that this inspiration was an illustra- 
tion of their rational faculties, to receive and communicate all 
the instruction suited to the Church of that day. This inspira- 
tion was given for, and accommodated to the use of, their hear- 
ers, and imparted from time to time to the apostles, as it became 
requisite for those whom they were to teach.—Pretty much as is 
stated by Dr. Benson,* in his “ Dissertation on Inspiration,” in- 
cluded in Bishop Watson’s collection of tracts. ‘ The apostles 
had in their minds the full and complete scheme of whatever they 
were to preach or write, concerning the Christian doctrine. And 
according to that model they were to found and erect the Chris- 
tian church. Not that they had the whole scheme of the Chris- 
tian revelation, in its utmost extent, fully communicated to them 
at once. The contrary of this is evident; for on the day of Pen- 
tecost, the twelve apostles of the circumcision do not appear to 
have received any more than the revelation of that gospel, which 
they were to preach to Jews only. It was some years after, that 
they had the particular revelation concerning their going to the 
devout Gentiles, and concerning the gospel they were to preach 
to thems and it was a long time before the particular revelation 
was communicated to the apostles of the uncircumcision, con- 
cerning their going among the idolatrous Gentiles, or what gos- 
pel they were to preach to them. And finally, different apostles 
of both classes had, besides the general scheme, different revela- 
tions communicated to them.’*—The Lord himself had said to his 
disciples, “ | have many things to tell you, but ye cannot bear 
them now.”’ John xvi. 12. 

But after all the outcry, which has been made with respect to 
the opinion of the New Church on this subject, it is astonishing 
te see with what little ceremony Doctors of the Old Christian 
Church have treated the holy scriptures. Luther rejected from the 
sacred canon the Book of Revelations, and said of the Epistle of 


* George Benson, D. D. a dissenting divine, who completed his education 
for the ministry at the University of Glasgow. The University of Aberdeen, 
in consideration of his great abilities and learning, conferred on him the de- 
gree of Doctor in Divinity. His labours in sacred literature met with a ve- 
ry favourable reception in foreign countries, as well as in Great Britain and 
Treland. 
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James, which inculcated the-necessity of good works, that it was 
a mere book of straw in comparison with the writings of Peter 
and Paul. (See Roscoe’s Leo X. vol. iv. page 105, and the note.) 
And the following extract, (quoted in the Bible of Adam Clarke,) 
from the celebrated Dr. Whitby, so highly respected by the Church 
of England, shows how low is the idea entertained by the Old 
Church, respecting the inspiration of the apostles, and other wri- 
ters of the New Testament. 

‘‘T contend only for such an inspiration or divine assistance 
of the sacred writers of the Mew Testament, as will assure us of 
the truth of what they wrote, whether by inspiration of sugges- 
tion, or direction only ; but not for such an inspiration as implies, 
that even their words were dictated, or their phrases suggested to 
them by the Holy Ghost: this, in some matters of great moment, 
might be so; St. Paul declaring, that they spoke the things which 
were given them of God, in the words which the Holy Ghost 
teacheth, 1 Cor. ii. 13. if that relate not to what the Holy Ghost 
had taught them out of the Old Testament. But that it was not 
always so, is evident, both from the consideration that they were 
hagiographers, who are suffered to be left to the use of their own 
words, and from the variety of the style in which they write, and 
from the solecisms, which are sometimes visible in their compo- 
sitions; and more especially from their own words, which mant- 
festly show, that, in some cases, they had no such suggestion from 
the Holy Ghost, as doth imply, that he had dictated those words 
unto them. For instance, when St. Paul declares his will or pur- 
pose to do what he was hindered by the providence of God from 
doing; as when he says to the Romans, When I go into Spain, 
Iwill come to you, ch. xv. 24. Twill come by you inte Spain, 
ver.28. For though he might, after his enlargement, go into the 
west, where St. Clement (Ep. ad. Cor. § 6) says he preached. 
And even into Spain, as Cyril (Catechis. 17. p. 204. c.) Epipha- 
mius, (Her. 27. p. 107. c.) and Theoderet, (in 2 Tim. iv. 17. 
and Preefat. in Psalm. cxvi.) say he did; yet it is certain he did 
not designedly go to Rome, in order to an intended journey into 
Spain ; and when he says to the Corinthians, I will come to you 
when I pass through Macedonia, 1 Cor. xvi. 5. and yet confesses 
in his second epistle, 2 Cor. i. 15, 16, 17, that he did not perform 
that journey ; for it is not to be thought the Holy Ghost should 
incite him to promise, or even to purpose, what he knew he would 
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not perform. This also we learn from all those places in which 
they do express their ignorance, or doubtfulness of that which 
they are speaking of; as when St. Paul says, [know not whether 
I baptized any other, 1 Cor. i. 16. And again, tux regzuever, 
Perhaps, Iwill abide, yea, and winter with you, 1 Cor. xvi. 6. 
And when St. Peter saith, By Sylvanus, a faithful brother as I 
suppose, have I written to you, 1 Pet. v. 12. For these words 
plainly shew thatin all these things they had no inspiration or di- 
vine assistance :—This, lastly, may be gathered from all those pla- 
ces in which they only do express their hope, and that condition- 
ally, of doing this or that, as in these words, Ihope to see you in 
my journey, Rom. xv. 2. I will come unto you quickly, if the 
Lord will, 1 Cor. iv. 19. I hope to stay some time with you, if 
the Lord permit, 1 Cor. xvi. 7. I hope in the Lord Jesus to send 
Timothy quickly to you, Phil. ii. 19, 23. And, I trust that I my- 
self also shall come quickly, ver. 24. These things I write, ho- 
ping to come to thee quickly, but if I should tarry, that thou may- 
est know how to behave thyself in the church of God, 1 Tim. iii. 
14,15. hope, by your prayers, to be given to you, Philem. 22. 
This will we do, if the Lord permit, Heb. vi. 3. I hope to come 
to you, St. John, 2 Ep. ver. 12. 5 Ep. ver. 14. For, spes est incer- 
te rei nomen, the word hope implies an uncertainty, whereas the 
Holy Spirit cannot be uncertain of any thing; nor can we think 
he would inspire men to speak so uncertainly. And (2) There 
can be no necessity, or even a useyof a divine assistance to ena- 
ble a man to express his hopes, seeing all men do, by natural 
reflection, know them.”’ 

A very different opinion is held in the New Church as to the 
sanctity of those books emphatically stiled the WORD. She 
teaches, 

«¢ That the WORD of the LORD, in every part of it, involveth 
spiritual and celestial things. A.C. 639. In every tittle of the 
letter of the Worn in the original language there is a sanctity. 
Every letter contains some secrets of wisdom, nay the very flex- 
ures and curvatures of the letters and the sounding of them from 
thence.”” H. H. 260. W. H. 11. 

‘¢The WORD is inspired, not only as to all the particular ex- 
pressions, but also as to all the particular small letters which 
compose every expression, and thus as to the smallest dot and 


tittle; for in every dot and tittle there is a something originating — 
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in affection and life, which is common to the general expression, 
and is thus correspondently insinuated into what is most particu- 
lar and singular.”—4. C. 1870. 

‘The WORD, inwardly in itself, has stored up the Arcana of 
Heaven, which do not appear in the letter, when yet in each of 
those things which the Lord himself spake when he was in the 
world, and which he before spake by the prophets, there are 
things celestial and altogether divine, and elevated from the sense 
of the letter, and this not only in each of the expressions, but 
also in each of the syllables of the expressions, yea in each of the 
apexes of every syllable.”—Jb. 9198. 

‘* He who doth not know that the particulars of the WORD, 
even to the least of all, in the internal sense, treat of the Lord 
and his Kingdom, and that hence the word is most holy, cannot 
in any wise comprehend what this means, that one apex shall not 
fall, nor one iota or tittle pass away, and that it is easier that 
heaven and earth should pass away; for those things which are 
extant in the external sense, do not appear of so great moment; 
but the internal text is of such content (tam continens est) that 
a single expression, however small, could not be omitted without 
an interruption of the series.”°—Jb. 7933. It is for this reason, 
by the divine providence of the Lord, that the WORD is pre- 
served so entire as to every tittle. 

The books which have an internal sense, and are called the 
WORD, are, the five books of Moses, Joshua, Judges, the two 
books of Samuel, the two books of Kings, the Psalms of David, 
the Prophets, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel, 
Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakuk, 
Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi; and in the New 
‘Testament, the four Evangelists, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John, and the Revelations.* 

Do those of the Old Church censure us for not holding such opi- 
nions in relation to the Apostolic Epistles ? Do they hold such opi- 
nions themselves, of these, or of any part of the Word ? The fact 


* Mr. Wilson is mistaken in saying the book of Job is not, according to 
our opinion, written by correspondencies.—It is written by correspondencies 
and has an internal sense, but not in series, or in regular and connected or- 
der.—The book of JOB is a book of the Ancient Church, (that is, a Church 
existing before the Jewish,) and is written according to the forms of 
speaking, customary therein. 
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is, they have no idea of the holy veneration in which the WORD, 
emphatically so called, is held in the New Church. — 

The apostles, being iiluminated as to their rational faculty, 
perfectly understood the meaning, end and design of what they 
wrote; but the prophets and writers of the other books above 
mentioned, being merely enunciators of the WORD, did not per- 
ceive the meaning, end and design of what they spoke and wrote, 
nor were their rational faculties illuminated for that purpose. 


This subject will be more fully gone into, on a future occasion. 
J. W. Ca 


— Ss Oo - 


FOR THE NEW JERUSALEM CHURCH REPOSITORY. 


THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 


** Ye can discern the face of the sky, but ye cannot discern the signs of the 


times.’ Matt. xvi. 3. 


“ Watchman, what of the night 2?) The watchman said, the morning cometh, 
and also the night.” Isa, xxi. 11, 12. 


It has always been the case, at the commencement of every 
New Dispensation, which the Father of the human race has vouch- 
safed to his erring creatures, that men have been generally im- 
pressed with an opinion, that something very important to the 
world at large was about to take place. Immediately before and 
at the time of the first advent of our blessed Lord, the people of 
Israel were looking for the Messiah, in whom were to be accom- 
plished all the cheering promises given by the mouths of the pro- 
phets. Good old Simeon was waiting for the Consolation of Israel. 
Even Herod, and his subjects in general, seem to have been pow- 
erfully affected ; for we are told, when he heard of the visit of the 
eastern magi, ‘he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.” 
The Roman world, too, in the darkness of its idolatry, was not 
without some glimmerings‘f the splendour of thecoming age. The 
poet of Latium, with the enthusiasm of an Hebrew seer, makes a 
prophetic enunciation, which leaves us at a loss to say, whether 
his hps had been touched with a coal from the altar of Israel, or 
that the Divine Providence, which is not willing that any should 
remain in utter darkness, had taken care to preserve, among the 
Gentiles, some remains of the prophecies, which had been giver 
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to the Ancient Church, that, through the instrumentality of the 
most popular poet of the heathen world, they might have some 
warning of his advent. 


Ultima Cumeei venit jam Carminis Attas : 
Magnus ab integro Seclorum ducitur ordo. 
Jam redit et virgo, redeunt Saturnia regna: 
Jam nova progenies cceelo demittitur alto.* 


A promise had been made to the most ancient Church, that * the 
seed of the woman should tread upon the serpent’s head.” And 
Balaam, the prophet of an idolatrous people, in a later age, had 
said, ** I shall see him, but not now: I shall behold him, but 
not nigh: there shall come a star out of Jacob, and a sceptre shall 
rise out of Israel, and shall smite the corners of Moab, and destroy 
all the children of Sheth.’ But it is not merely the promulgation 
of open prophecy which produces this general concurrence of 
sentiment; for if left to that only, the caprices and follies of hu- 
man reason, by its vain interpretations, would render them of 
none effect. ‘The Spirit of God, who leaves not himself without 
a witness, powerfully operates on the heart of man, disposing it 
to receive his new blessings of illumination, whilst “ the heavens 
press violently,” claiming admission into the affections, and 
striving to incline the understanding to favour the divine dispen- 
sation, that through incredulity and blindness, we may not be- 
come unworthy of the gift, and separate ourselves from the light 
of life. 

As it was in the days of the first advent of our Lord, so is it in 
this age of his second coming. The whole Christian world is 
under a solemn and devout conviction, ‘that the days are at 
hand, and the effect of every vision.” , Nay, the expectation of 
the Church has risen into impatience, and as foreseen by the 
prophet Ezekiel, she saith “the days are prolonged.” Nor, at 
these wonderful epochs, is she delivered over to an indistinct 


* The last great age, foretold by sacred rhymes, 
Renews its finished course ; Saturnian times 
Roll round again, and mighty years begun, 
From their bright orb in radiant circles run. 
The base degenerate iron offspring ends ; 

A golden progeny from heaven descends. 
Druden’e translation 
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state of feeling and anxiety ; for the Lord “ shows wonders in the 
heavens above, and signs in the earth beneath,’? whereby the 
understanding, if rightly disposed, may clearly mark his foot- 
steps in the great deep. Let us be careful that we merit not the 
awful rebuke, “ O hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky, 
hut ye cannot discern the signs of the times.’ The Christian 
world, it is true, are seriously and anxiously looking for those 
signs : so were the Jews—yet they crucified the Lord of Glory, 
and would not that he should reign over them. We see where 
they were deceived, or rather deceived themselves. Let us then 
beware of that most dreadful denunciation, “ Wo unto you 
Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because ye build the sepul- 
chres of the prophets, and adorn the monuments of the just, 
and say, if we had been in the days of our fathers, we would 
not have been partakers with them in the blood of the prophets. 
Thus ye witness to yourselves that ye are the sons of them who 
murdered the prophets. And ye have fulfilled the measure of 
your fathers.”” May we not err, even as they have erred? May 
we not be partakers with them in the blood of the prophets, and 
‘crucify the Son of God afresh ??? Viewing the Word only in 
the letter, they looked for a king of worldly magnificence and 
power, who should give them dominion over the nations of the 
earth, and would not receive him who declared, “his kingdom 
was not of this world.”’ In examining, therefore, the signs of the 
times, “‘ the wonders in the heavens above, and signs in the earth 
beneath,’ let us not seek for eclipses and earthquakes in the 
natural world, but turning our view to the internal and external 
things of the Church, which are the real heavens and the real 
earth, in which we are to discover these signs, endeavour to ob- 
serve the characteristic traits of the religious states of mankind, 
and thereby mark the actual progression of things, as it is fore- 
told in the significative prophetics of the Worp. Splendid in- 
deed are the glories, which, under the names of a new heaven and 
a new earth, are promised to the Church, “ when the tabernacle 
of Gop shall be with men, and all things shall be made new.” 
But these glories cannot be manifested “ except there come a 
falling away first,”’* until “the sun be darkened, and the moon 
give not her light, and the stars fall from heaven, and the pewers 






* 2 Thes. ii. 3. 
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of the heavens be shaken.*” For, as said the watchman, when 
called to out of Seir, when the morning cometh, there cometh also 
the night. 

These reflections have been at this time particularly excited 
by the perusal of a late publication,t containing ‘ Notices of the 
leading doctrines, and outlines of the sections of the Church, 
from the incarnation of Christ to the present time.’? The author 
is a man of research, and, although the theology which he would 
inculcate is the opposite of every thing which the New Jerusalem 
holds as true, the book is well worth the attention of the members 
of that Church. Perhaps some account of the contents of this 
book, and the signs of the times therein and elsewhere exhibited, 
with a few reflections to which they give rise, may not be unedi- 
fying or uninteresting to the readers of the Repository. 

The author commences with the earliest ages of Christianity, 
but soon passes on to the dissensions arising from the Arian 
heresy. A page or two more brings us to what is commonly 
called the Reformation, and a history of the Protestant Church, 
in which Calvin, and those among the Protestants who modified 
or partially opposed his doctrines, make the principal figure. 
From the 23d page, Carvin becomes the centre, around which 
the whole Church is made to revolve, and the eccentricities of 
their orbits are calculated precisely in relation to this wonderful 
luminary. Speaking of the errors (as the author judges them to 
be) of the Protestant Church, it is remarked, ‘« Many of the Pro- 
testant clergy in Prussia and Germany are not Socinians only, 
but are expressly and avowedly Deists. What was the point at 
which they first began to diverge from the path of truth? Pre- 
cisely that at which the Salmurensian divines commenced their 
career of ruin—the doctrine of a definite atonement. When 
men once leave the path of truth, the farther they travel, the 
more widely do they stray. Arminianism, we have seen, is the 


* The sun, in the spiritual language of the Scriptures, signifies love to 
the Lord, and the moon charity towards our neighbour. The stars falling 
from heaven, signify that the knowledges of good and truth shall perish— 
and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken, signifies the foundations of 
the Church, which are said to be shaken when these principles perish. See 
2 Acts, v.14, 20, where Peter explains a similar passage in the prophet Joel, 
as applying to the coming of the New Dispensation at that day. 


¢ Wilson on the: Atonement, &c. 
VOL. I. 
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high road to Deism.” What shall the Church of Rome say to 
this How will the Catholics smile at such a sentiment! This, 
they will allege, is what we told you, when you presumed to 
depart from the bosom of the Church, from the protecting decrees 
of councils, and the holy father, and were for permitting every 
one to form his opinions from the Scriptures. We then foresaw 
what floods of error, heresy, and infidelity would flow into your 
congregations—and now you acknowledge it has come to pass. 
This is what your Luther and Calvin have done. Their schism 
was the point of departure from the “ path of truth,” the real open- 
ing of the flood of heresies. You may now weep over the works 
of your own hands. We have never sanctioned your definite 
atonement, and ever opposed the error of Luther, when he denied 
the free will of man in spiritual things. Arminianism is but a 
step in return to the bosom of the Church. We have always 
been as liberal, or more so than Arminius, and have ever been 
protected from Socinianism. I know not what the reverend 
gentleman could reply to this. Indeed, he has made a most un- 
fortunate declaration for the Protestant Church, and put his 
cause, and that of his brethren, in a most lamentable plight. But 
there is a secret, which this gentleman and his brethren do not. 
and never will know, till they come to the New Jerusalem for 
information. The truth is, Socinianism is deeply rooted in the 
inmost ground of the whole of the Old Christian Church. It com- 
menced in an early age, in the very bosom of the Catholic Church, 
it continued with Luther, grew worse with Calvin, is now come 
into open avowal with thousands, and will go on yet further, till 
it overspread the whole Church, and those words are fulfilled, 
«¢] will make a man (ANOSH) more rare than gold, and a man 
(ADAM*) than the wedge of Ophir, therefore I will shake the 
heaven, and the earth shall remove out of her place in the wrath 
of Jehovah of Hosts, and in the day of his fierce anger. Every 
one that is found shall be thrust through; and every one that is 
joined to them shall fall by the sword.” Isa. xiii, 12, 13, 15. 
And again, “I saw the earth, and behold it was without form 
and void: and the heavens, and they had no light. I beheld, and 


* ADAM (homo) man, denotes those who are principled in good, thus 
denotes Goon; but Truta, which is derived from good, is called in the 
Word ANOSH, vir homo, man-man, and also the son of man. 
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le, there was no man, and all the birds of the heaven were fled.” 
Jer. iv. 23,25. Inthe Catholic Church was the seed sown, in 
those of Luther and Calvin it came into open germination, and it 
is now becoming a upas, which shall cast its baleful shades to the 
terror of all around. We see these things, we know they must 
come, and recognize them, like the deepest darkness of the night, 
as the immediate forerunners of the day. For we know and rejoice 
in the prediction, *“* Yet gleaning grapes shall be left in it, as the 


‘Shaking of an olive tree, two, three berries in the top of the up- 


permost bough, four, five in the outmost fruitful branches thereof, 
saith Jehovah God of Israel. At that day shall a man look to his 
Maker, and his Eyes shall have respect to the Hoty Ove or 
Israrxi. And he shall not look to the altars, the work of his 
hands; neither shall he respect that which his fingers have made, 
either the groves or the images.* Jn that day shall his strong 
citiest be as a forsaken bough, and an uppermost branch, which 
they left, because of the children of Israel: and there shall be 
desolation. Because thou hast forgotten the God of thy salva- 
tion, and hast not been mindful of the rock of thy strength, there- 
fore thou shalt plant pleasant plants, and shalt set it with strange 
slips.” Is. xvii. 6 to 10. 

But this shall be more fully explained, and upon this funda- 
mental point let every Christian beware. 

“Dr. Watts (says Mr. Wilson, p. 144) was a Sabellian and an 
Arian. He maintained that there was but one person in the God- 
head, who was represented as acting in the capacities of Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, and that the human soul of Christ existed 
before all worlds, and created them.’’ This sentence contains a 
world for reflection, and points to truths of which the author had 
no conception. If Dr. Watts, for believing there is but one per- 
son in the Godhead, and that the human soul of Christ existed 
before all worlds, be a Sapeviian and an Arran, what are 
those who believe there are three persons in the Godhead, and 
that the human soul and human nature of Curist was born since 
the creation, is like that of another man, and is the Son of Mary? 


* These are the creeds and doctrines of Athanasius, Luther, Calvin, and 
others, who have formed them from their own intelligence, and not from 
the Word. 


; The Doctrinals of the Church. 
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Thus making Gop THREE and the Saviour rwo,—Divine as to 
his GopHEAD, but not divine as to his Humanity. Surely, by 
the plainest syllogistic reasoning, they are Triruerrsts and So- 
cINIANS. In such a faith doth Socinianism palpably exist, and 
the Church which holds it must finally come to ruin, and the open 
avowal of Socinianism. 

The New Jerusalem Church is established in direct contradic- 
tion of this faith ; for she holds, that God is in essence and person 
ONE, and that the Humanity of the Lorp is from the FaTHer, 
and is divine. But to shew that this doctrine of Socinianism is 
inherent in the faith of the whole Old Christian Church, it is ne- 
cessary to go into the particulars of the respective creeds. 

The real point of departure from the truth was made at the 
Council of Nice, when the Athanasian creed was formed, when 
they divided God into three and the Lord into two. Since that 
time (says the herald of the New Church) the Christian temple 
hath not only tottered on its foundations, and been full of chinks 
and clefts, but hath also fallen down and become a heap of ruins. 
Nay, since that time, the desolation foretold by Daniel began and 
increased. Matt. xxiv. 15. All the Good of Charity and the 
True of Faith were instantly banished, being utterly inconsistent 
with the mental worship of three Gods, and the lip-worship of 
one God at the same time; for in such case the mind denieth 
what the mouth speaketh, and the mouth denieth what the mind 
conceiveth, the consequence whereof is, that neither a belief. in 
three Gods nor in one can any longer exist.” 

In the Athanasian creed, which is received by all in the Chris- 
tian world, are these words, “ The right faith is, that we believe 
and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is God 
and Man, Gop of the substance of the Farner and MAN of the 
substance of the Mother.”’ 

Of Curist the Lorn, (the Lutherans teach,) « That in Christ 
there are two natures, a divine and a human, the divine from 
eternity, the human in time,—That their union is hypostatic,— 
That he was incarnate, of the substance of the Hoty Guosrt, but 
that his human nature was produced by the Virgin Mary.” 

«« Some of the Reformed, who are treated of in the Formula 
Concordiz, believe that Curist, according to his human nature, 
by exaltation received only created gifts and finite power, there- 
fore that he is a Man, like any other, retaining the properties of 
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the flesh ; that therefore as to his human nature he is not omni- 
potent and omniscient; that nevertheless, though absent, he 
governs as a King things remote from himself; that as God from 
eternity he is with the Father, and as a Man born in time is 
with the Angels in Heaven.” 

*‘ It is also written in the Formula Concordiz, That it is a 
damnable idolatry, if the trust and faith of the heart be placed 
on Christ, not only according to his divine, but also according to 
his human nature, and if the honour of adoration be directed to 
both.” 

Let every Christian examine his mind as to this particular of 
his faith, and let him also consult his teachers, and he will find 
similar opinions universally prevalent among people and clergy 
of all denominations. In the New Jerusalem, a very different 
doctrine is taught, for we are there told, “ The Lord put oif 
the humanity taken from the Mother, which in itself was like un- 
to the humanity of another Man, and consequently material, and 
put on the humanity from the Father, which in itself was like un- 
to its divinity, and consequently substantial, by virtue whereof 
the humanity was also made divine. Hence it is, that in the pro- 
phetical part of the Worp, the Lord is also, with respect to the 
humanity, called Jehovah and God. Now whereas the Lord had, 
from the beginning, a humanity from the mother, and successive- 
ly put off the same, therefore, during his abode in the world, he 
passed through two states, one a state of humiliation or emptying 
himself, and the other a state of glorification. The state of.hu- 
miliation was at the time, and in the degree that he was in the 
humanity from the Mother, and the state of glorification at the 
time, and in the degree that he was in the humanity from the 
Father. That the Lord put off the humanity from the Mother, 
appears also from this consideration, that so often as he spoke 
by his own mouth, he did not call her Mother, but Woman. This 
is also confirmed by this consideration, that he did not acknow- 
ledge himself to be the Son of David. Matt. xxii. 41 to 45. 
Mark, xii. 35, 36, 37. Luke, xx. 41, 44. Ps. cx. 1. Whence it 
is evident, that the Lord, with respect to his glorified humanity, 
was neither the Son of Mary nor David. What was the nature 
and quality of his glorified humanity he shewed unto Peter, 
James, and John, when he was transfigured before them, “ That 
his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as light.” 
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The Lord was seen by St. John, ¢ as the sun shining in his 
strength,” and in another place, “ With the Lord the former 
forms, which were from the material principle, were altogether 
destroyed and extirpated, and divine forms received in their 
place; for the Divine Love doth not agree with any but a Divine 
form ; ajl other forms it absolutely casts out ; hence it is, that 
the Lord, when glorified, was no longer the Son of Mary.” 

Here then we see the root of Socinianism is deeply struck into 
the whole Christian Church, and we are not to wonder if it spread 
from land to land in the bosom of the Church, not only among the 
people but with the clergy, and in high places. ‘* Thus saith the 
Lord, remove the diadem and take off the crown.” ‘ Perverted, 
perverted, perverted will I make it, and it shail be no more un- 
til he come whose right it is, and [ will give ithim.” Ez. xxi. 27. 

But to develop the signs of the times. The Council of Nice 
was called by the Emperor Constantine, for the purpose of 
condemning the heresy of Arius, who denied the divinity of the 
Lord. The members of this Council decreed, that three di- 
vine persons existed from eternity. Since that time, a belief 
in three divine persons hath been generally received, and thence 
has naturally flowed the doctrine, that God the Father ought 
to be implored to impute the Righteousness of his Son, and 
to send the Holy Ghost to operate the immediate and ultimate 
effects of Salvation. The reason of the Council’s introducing 
fhree divine persons as existing froin eternity, was becausé they 
did not rightly search into and examine the Worp, and conse- 
quently could find no other asylum against the Arians. This 
doctrine of imputation however, assumed, among the Catholics, 
a milder form than it afterwards received from those who were 
termed Reformers. It was even maintained, by a Cardinal, that 
one drop of the blood of Christ being sufficient to redeem the 
whole human race, the remainder was left as a legacy to the 
Church, which might be distributed by the Roman Pontiff. In- 
deed, the same principle was extended to the good works of the 
Saints, over and above what was necessary for their own justifica- 
tion, the merit of which might, by the Church, be imputed to 
other individuals. To the doctrine of imputation, Luther added 
that of justification by faith alone, not allowing good works to be 
the conditions or means of Salvation, nor even a preparation for 
receiving it, and Amsdorf, one of his disciples, maintained that 
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wood works were an impediment to salvation (2 Mosh. 172, 4to- 
ed. Sec. 3, part 2, § 29.) Calvin at length pushed the matter to 
the acme of absurdity, and whilst the Church of Rome were for 
extending the benefits of imputed righteousness, restricted it to 
certain individuals, and taught that “the atonement was made 
in the room of a definite number of sinners given of the Father 
from eternity to Messiah.” (Wils. p. 24.) This is the doctrine 
which Mr. Wilson considers as the palladium of Religion. But 
notwithstanding all the exertions of Calvin and his followers, it 
never attained, in the Christian world, to any but a sickly life, 
and from its birth has been only panting for breath. Like some 
nauseating drug taken into the stomach, it has, maugre all the 
exertions of learned doctors, been rejected by the common sense 
of mankind, wherever it had, for a time, obtained a temporary 
admission. ‘The book already mentioned is full to this purpose. 

After telling his reader that the whole fabric of the Lutheran 
Church, from the middle of the sixteenth century to the present 
time, has been gradually sinking into ruins, and that Arminian- 
ism (as opposed to Calvinism) has been embraced by millions, he 
proceeds to give an account of the course which the Calvinistic 
doctrines took in France. The condition of the Reformed Church 
in that kingdom, A. D. 1571, (Calvin died in 1564) was ina high 
degree flourishing, and its increase had been surprisingly rapid. 
There were two thousand one hundred and fifty congregations, 
in which were six or seven ministers, as was the case at Orleans, 
where there were seven thousand communicants. Such was their 
wealth and their power, and so many princes and princesses 
espoused the cause, that the government, though Popish, was 
compelled to respect them. Yet in 1669, thirty-six years after 
the commencement of Amyraut’s labours, who taught boldly (it 
required courage, after the burning of Serverus) that Christ 
had died equally for all men, the number of Protestants was 
diminished to one-third of what it had been. They were no longer 
an object of respect to the crown. In reality, the whole fabric 
sunk into complete ruin. This lamentable catastrophe the author 
ascribes to a departure from rigid Calvinism. Unprejudiced 
reason would say, that the common sense of mankind having been 
shocked by the pretensions of the Church of Rome, and the dis- 
soluteness of her priests, whilst their attention was devoted to a 
contemplation of those enormities, they were ready, under the 
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influence of bold and ingenious men, who opposed them, to take 
up with any absurdities offered by such successful assailants. 
But when, in cooler moments, they came to consider dispassion- 
ately what they had received in place of former errors, many, 
disgusted at what they found to be worse, returned to the Church 
they had abandoned, and having nothing offered worthy of ration- 
al acceptance, were content to acquiesce in errors which were 
received by numbers, and which they knew not how to rectify. 
A few, of bolder character, not dismayed, continued their search 
after truth. But in this pursuit, unfortunately, still driven to 
opposites, as is too often the case with human reason, they have 
now come to a denial of the Divinity of the Lord. 

Thus ended the definite atonement in France, and we shall 
find it has continued to produce the same progeny throughout the 
Christian world. The same track has ended in the same result 
in Germany, except that it has terminated in Deism—perhaps 
worse. In Holland and Geneva, the author flatters himself with 


small hopes for Calvinism. 


Mr. W. passes to Great Britain, and here a most important 
secret is disclosed. In speaking of the Westminster confessivn of 
faith, we have these remarkable words : 

‘There were two reasons which prevented it from possessing 
stability of character. One was the character of Charles II. and 
his courtiers, who were so hypocritical as to express, in a most 
solemn manner, a belief in what they did not embrace. The other 
was the state of the people, whose minds had not been sufficiently 
enlightened.” 

‘¢ ALL HAD BEEN EFFECTED through the instrumentality and 
influence of a@ FEW CHOICE MINDS, possessing great illumina- 
tion.”” 

A most precious confession ! This great monument of orthodoxy 
was received neither by king, nobles, or people, but was * all the 
work of a few choice minds, possessing great illumination.” 

What must have been the light in which they could see as true 
the sixth and seventh articles of that creed? If the reader can 
call it light, let him ever after mistake the scream of the night- 
hawk for the herald of the morn, the hootings of the owl for the 
carol of the lark, the darkness of Erebus for the splendour of noon. 
If this be the work of reformers, my soul enter thou not into their 
secrets. 
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* Art. VI. As Gop hath appointed the eLect unto glory, so 
hath he by the eternal and most free purpose of his will, fore- 
ordained all the means thereunto. Wherefore, they who are 
elected, being fallen in Adam, are redeemed by Christ, are effec- 
tually called unto faith in Christ by his spirit working in due 
season, are justified, adopted and sanctified, and kept by his 
power through faith unto salvation ; neither are any other redeem- 
ed by Curust, effectually justified, called, adopted, sanctified, and 
saved, but the zLEcT only.” 

‘Art. VII. The rest or Manxinp GOD was pleased, accord- 
ing to the unsearchable counsel of his own will, whereby he ex- 
tendeth or withholdeth mercy as he pleaseth, for the glory of his 
sovereign power over his creatures, to pass by, and to ordain 
them to dishonour and wrath for their sin, to the praise of his 
glorious justice.” 

Horrible, horrible, most horrible ! 

To such a creed the cruelties of Jucernavur are tender mer- 
cies. These kill the body,—that would destroy the soul. 

MerciruLt REDEEMER! shall the blessed effects of the mystery 
of thy holy incarnation ; thy holy nativity and circumcision ; thy 
baptism, fasting, and rempratTion; thine agony and bloody sweat; 
thy cross and passion; thy precious death and burial; thy glori- 
ous resurrection and ascension; and the coming of the Hoty 
Guost, be intercepted by such doctrines as these, in their be- 
neficent and merciful diffusion among thy erring and feeble crea- 
tures, who, with sincerity of repentance, and devoutness of heart, 


fly for refuge unto thee! Arise Jehovah, and let thy enemies be 
scattered. 


( To be continued. ) 
————ae €D aa 


EXTRACTS 
FROM THE WRITINGS OF EMANUEL SWEDENBORG., 


ON CHARITY AND FAITH. 
Apocalypse Explained, Chap. III. Verse 14. 


No. 229. “ The beginning of the workmanship of God.— 


That hereby is signified faith derived from the Lord, which is 


the first principle of the Church as to appearance, appears from 
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the signification of beginning, as denoting what is first; and from 
the signification of the workmanship of God, as denoting the 
Church, of which we shall speak presently. ‘The reason why 
faith is understood by the beginning of the workmanship of God, 
is, because this is the subject treated of in what is written to the 
angel of this Church ; but that faith is the beginning of the work- 
manship of God, that is, the first principle of the Church as to ap- 


pearance, shall now be explained. By faith is here understood | 


faith from the Lord, for faith which is not from the Lord is not 
the faith of the Church, and faith from the Lord is faith originat- 
ing in charity ; this faith is the first principle of the Church as te 
appearance, because it appears first to the man of the Church, 
nevertheless charity itself is actually the first principle of the 
Church, inasmuch as this maketh the Church with man. There 
are two things which make the Church, charity and faith ; charity 
is of affection, and faith is of thought thence derived; the very 
essence of thought is affection, for without affection no one can 
think; the all of life, which is in thought, being from affection ; 
hence it is evident that the first principle of the Church is affec- 
tion, which is of charity or love ; but the reason why faith is call- 
ed the first principle of the Church, is, because it first appears, 
for what a man believes, this he thinks, and by thought sees, 
whereas that with which man is spiritually affected, he doth not 
think, nor therefore doth he see it in thought, but he perceiveth 
it in a certain sense, which hath no reference to sight, but to an- 
other sensitive principle, which is called the sensitive principle 
of delight, which delight, inasmuch as it is spiritual, and above 
the sense of natural delight, man doth not perceive, unless when 
he is made spiritual, that is when he is regenerated by the Lord ; 
hence it is, that those things which are of faith, thus which are of 
sight, are believed to be the first things of the Church, although 
they are not the first, except as to appearance: this therefore is 
called the beginning of the workmanship of God, because the 
Word in the letter is according to appearance ; for the appear- 
ance in the letter is for the simple; but spiritual men, like the 
angels, are elevated above appearances, and perceive the Word, 
such as it is in its internal sense, consequently that charity is 
the first principle of the Church, and that faith is thence derived ; 
for, as was said above, faith which is not derived from charity, 
and which doth not appertain to charity, is not faith ; concerning 
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which circumstance, see also what is said in the small work con- 
cerning the Last Judgment, n. 33 to 39. 

Even from ancient times, it hath been a matter of controversy 
what is the first principle of the Church, whether faith or charity ; 
and they who were unacquainted with the nature of charity, said 
that faith was the first principle, but they who were acquaint- 
ed with the nature of charity, said that charity was the first, and 
that faith was charity as to appearance, inasmuch as the affection 
of charity appearing to the sight in thought is faith, for the delight 
of affection, when it passeth from the will into the thought, form- 
eth itself, and in various forms presenteth itself visible ; this was 
unknown to the simple, wherefore they took that to be the first 
principle of the Church, which appeared before the sight of their 
thought ; and because the Word in the letter is written according 
to appearances, therefore this is there called the first, the begin- 
ning and the first-born. For this reason, Peter, by whom was 
represented the faith of the Church, is said to be the first of the 
apostles, when yet John was the first, inasmuch as by John was 
represented the good of charity; that John, and not Peter, was 
the first of the apostles, is evident from this circumstance, that 
John lay at the breast of our Lord, and that he and not Peter 
followed the Lord; see John xxi. 20, 21, 22: that by the twelve 
disciples of the Lord, were represented all the truths and goods 
of the Church, may be seen, n. 2129, 3354, 3488, 3858, 6397 : 
that by Peter was represented faith, n. 4738, 6000, 6073, 6344, 
10087, 10580; and that by John was represented the good of 
charity, n. 3934, 10081, 10087. For the same reason also by 
Reuben, because he was the first-born of Jacob, was represented 
faith, and it was believed that the tribe which had its name from 
him was the first, nevertheless that tribe was not the first, but the 
tribe of Levi, inasmuch as by Levi was represented the good of 
charity, wherefore also this tribe was appointed to the priesthood, 
and the priesthood is the first order of the Church: that by the 
twelve sons of Jacob, or by the twelve tribes named from them, 
were represented all the truths and goods of the Church, may be 
seen, n. $858, 3926, 4060, 6335, 7836, 7891, 7996: that by Reu, 
ben was represented faith, n. 3861, 3866, 4605, 4751, 4734, 4761, 
6342 to 6345; and that by Levi was represented the good of cha- 
rity, n. 3875, 4497, 4502, 4503. It is also for the same reason, 
that in the first chapter of Genesis, which in the sense of the 
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letter treats concerning the creation of heaven and earth, but in 
the internal sense concerning the new creation, or regeneration 
of the man of the Church at that time, it is said that the light was 
first made, and afterwards the sun and the moon, as may be seen, 
verse 3 to 5,and 14 to 19 in that chapter, when notwithstanding 
the sun is the first, and light is from thence. 

The reason why light was said to be the first of creation, was, 
because by light is signified the truth of faith, and by the sun and 
moon the good of love and charity ; that by the creation of heaven 
and earth in the first chapter of Genesis, in the spiritual sense is 
understood and described the new creation of the man of the 
celestial Church, or his regeneration, may be seen in the exp!ica- 
tion of that chapter in the Arcana Celestia, and likewise n. 8891, 
9942, to 545: that light signifies truth derived from good, thus 
also the truth of faith, may be seen in the work concerning Hea- 
ven and Hell, n. 126 to 140; and that the sun signities the good 
of love, and the moon the good of charity, both from the Lord, 
may be seen in the same work, n. 116 to 125, 146. From these 
considerations it may now appear what is signified by the begin- 
ning of the workmanship of God; namely, faith from the Lord, 
which is the first principle of the Church as to appearance, 
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THE HOLY ALLIANCE. 

The following interesting papers have appeared in the gazettes. 
They speak the same language, in relation to the sole divinity of 
Christ, which was so conspicuous in the Holy League. 

‘‘ His Majesty the Emperor of Russia has addressed to the 
Privy Counsellor Willemer, of Frankford, author of a small work 
entitled, ** The Hopes of Germany,” the following letter : 

‘I fully agree with you, Sir, in the sentiments which you ex- 
press, in transmitting to me your work on the act of fraternal and 
Christian alliance of the 14th (26th) September. The great at- 
tention which you have shown in studying the sense, announces 
a purified zeal for good, as well as a remarkable sagacity. A so- 
lemn engagement, founded on the simple and sublime precepts of 
the religion of the Saviour—God, offers, no doubt, a vast field to 
the most interesting meditations. It is to their unity, as well as 
to the concurrence of the wishes which the friends of humanity 
form, that the efficient application of those truths to the social 
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and political existence of nations, may result. The ideas exhi- 
bited in your production, being evidently directed towards this 
end of universal utility, it is agreeable to me to testify to you my 
particular satisfaction, and to give you this assurance of my 
esteem. ALEXANDER. 

‘“ St. Petersburg, 30th Nov. 1816.” 


‘‘ The President of the Russian Bible Society, Prince Galitzing. 
having received a letter from an unknown person in Scotland, 
written in French, and signed “ Une Ecossoise,” in which she 
gives vent to her Christian feelings with regard to the Sacred 
Alliance, and expresses the respect she entertains for the person 
of his Imperial Majesty, the deep interest she takes in the success 
of the Bible Society, and her benevolent disposition towards its 
President, esteems it his duty to inform this unknown individual, 
through the medium of the public news-papers, that he feels him- 
self much obliged by her letter, which breathes so much of the 
genuine spirit of Christianity. 

‘‘ The Alliance is certainly the work of God. Who can doubt 
it? The sole object it has in view is the glory of the Saviour. 
Upon him the head-stone of the corner, without which no build- 
ing can stand, is grounded this union of love, of humility, and of 
self-denial. It is a proclamation from the Most High, published 
for the purpose of awakening the world, that those who have ears 
might hear, and those who have eyes might see. 

‘* Let us entreat our Lord, that all the nations may follow the 
call of their sovereigns, preaching to them from their thrones con- 
version to the truth, that they may willingly receive that kingdom 
which is not of this world, and which shall have no end, and thus 
learn to know the Lord of all his mercies. 

‘‘The unknown Scotch lady is also hereby informed, that her 
letter has been handed up to the Emperor Alexander, who has 
received it with satisfaction, and thanks her for the feelings 
therein expressed,” 
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LONDON CONFERENCE. 


A general conference of ministers and delegates from societies 
of the New Church, in England, met on the 16th, and continued 
their sitting till the 18th of July last, in the New Jerusalem Cha- 
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pel, Fryar’s street, London. The Rev. Messrs. Sibley, Churchill 
and Hawkins, of London, Rev. Mr. Proud, of Birmingham, and 
Rev. Mr. Hindmarsh, of Manchester, attended as ministers. De- 
legates also attended from the society meeting in Fryar’s street 
Chapel, the Lisle street society, and the society in St. George’s 
fields, London, from the Derby society, and the Bolton street 
society, Salford, near Manchester. Many other members of the 
church, resident in London and its neighbourhood, were also pre- 
sent. Reports were made respecting the various societies exist- 
ing in Great Britain, of which the following is an abstract. 

Liverpool. A letter from Mr. Samuel Walter, minister of the 
society, states, that they meet to worship three times on the 
Lord’s day ; in the morning and afternoon using the London litur- 
gy, in the evening conducting the service after the manner of the 
dissenters. ‘They experience some increase. The regular hear- 
ers, in the morning and afternoon, are from sixty to eighty, in 
the evening double and treble that number frequently attend. 

Keighley. A letter from their minister, Mr. Joseph Enoch, sta- 
ted, that they meet in the morning and afternoon of the Lord’s 
day, when the service is conducted as in London, with some lit- 
tle variation ; they meet in the evening for spiritual conversation ; 
they also meet two evenings in the week, at the houses of differ- 
ent friends, for reading, singing and prayer; seventy-three are 
enrolled in the church books as members of the congregation, of 
whom thirty-seven have been introduced as members of the New 
Church, by baptism. 

Hull. A letter from Mr. J. King, on behalf of this society, sta- 
ted, that it is increasing, particularly from the accession of 
younger persons; they have alibrary of the writings of Emanuel 
Swedenborg, and works in agreement with them, which are read 
by many. (We have been verbally informed, by a gentleman 
lately from England, that the right to the Chapel, which has so 
long been a subject of legal dispute, has been decided in favour 
of this society.) i 

New Jerusalem Temple, Bolton street, Salford, Manchester. 
The society usually meeting at this place, consists of about one 
hundred and fifty persons, including the families of those who 
take sittings. The congregation, in the morning, amounts to 
about one hundred and fifty, in the afternoon, from two hundred 
to three hundred ; worship is conducted according to the liturgy 
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printed for this society ; extracts from the writings of E. Swe- 
denborg are constantly read in the course of the afternoon ser- 
vice; a Sunday-school is attached to the Temple, and a library 
for the use of the society and others frequenting the place of 


worship. 


(The Rev. Robert Hindmarsh is their minister.) 


New Jerusalem Church, Peter street, Manchester. The mem- 
bers meeting in this place of worship, including those branches of 
their families who are in the habit of attending, are about two 
hundred and seventy-six ; a Sunday-school, of above one hun- 
dred children, is conducted by the members. (The Rev. Mr. 
Jones is their minister.) 

New Jerusalem Temple, Birmingham. ‘This society consists 
of about seventy members; worship is performed according to 
the London liturgy, in the morning and evening of the Lord’s 
day, and a meeting is held one evening in the week for opening 
some part of the Holy Word; a library and a well-conducted 
school, of about two hundred children, are connected with the 


society. 


(The Rev. Joseph Proud is their minister.) 


New Jerusalem Meeting, Derby. ‘Thirty-five persons are en- 
rolled as members; they have a Sunday-school, of about eighty 
children, and a library. 

New Jerusalem Chapel, Fryar’s street, London. ‘The enrolled 
members are one hundred and fourteen. 

New Jerusalem Chapel, Lisle street, London. The adult mem- 
bers are upwards of one hundred and thirty. 

New Jerusalem Chapel, St. George’s fields, London. The num- 
ber meeting for worship is about fifty. All the societies in Lon- 
don use the same liturgy. 

It appears there are also societies at the following places. 
Huischamflower, Somersetshire, where are twenty-one baptized 
members ; a dissenting minister, at another town in this county, 
has received the doctrines, and preaches them to his congrega- 
tion. Leeds, where the London liturgy is used. Norwich, Ips- 
wich, Colebrook Dale, (Salop,) the village of Great Bentley, 
near Colchester, Essex, Scarborough, ( Yorkshire,) Newark, 
Leicester, Northampton, Sheffield, and Barnsley, ( Yorkshire. ) 

The resolutions, having reference to a minister superintendant, 
were adjourned till the next general conference, and it was una- 
nimously resolved at this conference, * That no candidate for the 


ministry be admitted by ordination into the first degree, withouz 
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the recommendation of one regularly ordained minister, nor with- 
| out having been a teacher or leader in some society, a sufficient 
‘time to enable them to judge of his usefulness, and in considera- 
tion thereof and of his general good character, to recommend him 
for ordination.” 

Mr. Proud made a report of his two journies, as a missionary 
minister, containing some facts of an interesting nature, and 
which will probably be given in the next number of the Repopi- 
tory. The conference, after recommending certain measures for 
the extension and regulation of missionary e.vertions, 

Resolved, That the next general conference be held at the New 
Jerusalem Meeting, Full street, Derby, on the second Tuesday 
in August next. 





CHURCH INTELLIGENCE. 


Ordination of Ministers. 

Mr. David Powell, recommended for ordination by the society 
of the New Jerusalem Church, in Steubenville, Jefferson county, 
Ohio, (see journal of convention, ant. page 130,) was, on Tuesday 
the 20th of May, A. D. 1817—61, in the Temple in the city of Phi- 
ladelphia, “ordained a priest and teaching minister in the Lord’s 
Church of the New Jerusalem, with power to conduct public 
worship, to celebrate the sacrament of the Lord’s supper, mar- 
riages, baptisms, and funerals, and generally to perform all holy 
rites and divine ordinances of the Church, excepting that of or- 
daining other priests and ministers.” 

Mr. Richard H. Goe, of the neighbourhood of Wheeling, in 
Virginia, having been recommended for ordination by Mr. David 
Powell and a number of other members of the New Church, and 
having attended the convention lately assembled in this city, and 
expressed his intention of employing his time and talents in tra- 
velling through various parts of the western country, for the pur- 
nose of spreading the doctrines of the New Church, and esta- 
blishing new societies, as the way may be opened by the Divine 
providence, was also, at the same time and place, ordained a 
priest and teaching minister of the Lord’s Church of the New 
Jerusalem, with the same powers and under the same exception. 


The ordination service was in both instances perfornred by the 
Rev. Mr. Carll. 











